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H O P E  COLLEG-E
HOLL ANT),
O T T A W A  CO.,
M i d i i g a n .
PUEPARED BY 
T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  INSTITUTION.
/
A L B A A ' Y ;




F O U N D A T I O N .
The following is an analysis of the Organization of the Whole School, in 
accordance with which its Constitution has been framed.
I. T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  OF T H E  SCHOOL.
1. The General Si NOD; R. 0. A.  as being the original and ultimate
Trustee. 
2. The Council of the College  an incorporated Board of Sijperin  
tendents, appointed by and responsible to the General Synod, and possessed 
of such powers as have been delegated by tlie Synod, while the latter retains 
entire appellate jurisdiction.
II. T H E  W O R K  OF THE SCHOOL.
1. The AD MiNrsTRATiON  vested in the President of the College, with the 
counsel and co operation of a General Faculty, composed of one representative 
from tlie Faculty of each organized Department of Instruction.
2. Defart.ments of Instruction. Those already organized are the Pre
paratory, Academic and Theological. The Scientific exists germinally; and 
the Primary basis of the Preparatory Department is in process of restoration. 
Any new Department of Instruction, whether post graduate or under gradu
ate, will take its proper place, and will be represented in the General Faculty.
3. Requisites for the work.  Among these are BuUdinga, Library, 
Reading Room, Appan-atua, etc. Also the Publication Department, an essential 
feature peculiar to tlie history.
III. T H E  SUPPORT OF T H E  SCHOOL.
The General Synod, as Trustee, provides the means of support, through 
various instrumentalities:
1. Its Board of Education was originally appointed to procure the salaries 
of Principal and Teacliers, and still continues its appropriations.
2. The School Board of the Ilollandera  auxiliary to the Board of Educa­
tion  has always furnished many of the Holland students.
3. An Endowment has been begun for more permanent means; and the 
income from this is expected to be the cliief reliance.
4. The Contingent F u n d   which is to receive all contingent and regular 

















T H E  C H A R A C T E R  O F  T H E  S C H O O L ,
AS DETERMINED BY ITS GOVERNMENT.
Concerning its government the General Synod has given the following 
deliverance:
The ultimate authority over the W h o l e  Sc h o o l  at present known under 
the name of Hope College, in all its departments, is inherent in the General 
Synod of the Reformed Church in America. The Synod holds the Institution 
in charge for that churcli, of which it is the highest Judicatory  the Church 
being the proprietor, and the Synod the trustee.  .
The Synod exercises its trust and autliority by means of a Board of Super
intendents incorporated under its direction as The Council of Hope College.  
Said Council sustains precisely the same relation to all the departments, 
namely, that of a Board of Superintendents for the General Synod  its duties 
and powers with respect to tlie ditfereiit departments, varying at tlie pleasure 
of the Synod, and in accordance with the constitution of the Church.
But that constitution provides that not even in the theological department, 
shall any sectarian test exist. Any member of any evangelical church may 
avail himself of all its advantages, without changing his church relations. 
Or he may even receive its benefits by becoming a stjident in elective course 
and not formally in theology. 
So in all the Departments it is botli civil and ecclesiastical law that any one 
may be admitted, subject only to tlie rules and regulations thereof.
Hence the Institution is not sectarian. And since the Reformed Church in 
America is established on the original basis of the Reformation as it existed 
before the division into sects  which its very name indicates  the School 
may be called denominational only in the Protestant sense.
More and more does it become evident that our various Christiaa institu
tions of learning are the most important bulwarks of our civil and religious 
liberty. And among these, Hope College is desirous of securing a permanent 










OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD, R. C. A.
1876-7. •
Rev. JOHN McCLELLAN HOLMES, D. D .........  Puesidbnt.
Rev. JOHN B. THOMPSON, D. D .... :...........  Adsessou.
Rev. P AUL D. V A N  CLEEF, D. D ................ Stated Clerk.
Rev. WILLIAM H. T E N  EYCK, D. D .............. Permanent Clerk.
Rev. JOHN N. J A N S E N......... ..............  Clerk pro  tem .
Rev. A. PAIGE P E E K E ......... ....... .. 
BOARD OF DIRECTION
CORPORATION OP T H E  .GENERAL SYNOD.
JOHN V A N  NEST, Esq...........................  President.
J O H N  I. BROWER, Esq....................... Treasitber
G A R D N E R  A. SAGE, Esq.................... D irector!
R ev. w i l l i a m  H. STEELE, D. D .............. ......  •*
P E T E R  S. DURYEA, Esq.........................  ..
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M E M B E R  O F  C O U N C I L ,
R ev. D AVID COLE, D. D.
' '
COUNCIL.
O F F I C E R S .  .
Rev. A L B B R T U S  C. V A N  RAALTE, D. D .............. President.
Rev. JOHN W. B E A R D S L E E........................  Adsessor.
Rev. ABEL T. STEWART, D. D ......... ............  Secretary.
Rev. PHILIP PHELPS, Jr ........... President of the Institution.
M E M B E R S .
R ev. ALBERTUS C. V A N  RAALTE, D. D.. 5;......H olland, M ich.
R epresenting the Particular Synod op Chicago.
R ev. J O H N  W. B E A R D S L E E................  Constantine, M ich.
JJntil Sept. 1, 1^76.
Rev. A D A M  H. V A N  V R A N K E N ............  Centreville, M ich.
Until Be.pt. 1, lS7i.
R ev. ABEL T. STEWART, D. D .................  H olland, M ich.
• Until Bept. 1, l̂ Ô.
CHARLES SCOON .......................  Battle Creek; M ich.
Until Bept. 1, ISSS.
R epresenting the Chassis op M ichigan.
R ev. E D W A R D  P. LIVINGSTON....................  Pekin, III.
Until Bept. 1, 1S76.
L O D E W E C U S  S. V I E L E..................... Davenport, Io w a .
Until Bept. 1, l67S.
R ev. J O H N  S. J O B A L M O N .....................  Fairview, III.
Until Bept. 1, id^O.
Rev. E G B E R T  W I N T E R ......................... Pella, Io w a.
Until Bept. 1,
 Representing the Classis op Illinois.
-
'
. H o l l a n d . M ich. 
. H o l l a n d , M ich. 
V r i e s l a n d, M ic h.
G r e e n l e a f t o n , M i n n.
R ev. ROELOF PIETERS...............
Until Bept. 1,1676.
R ev. h e n r y  UITERWTK.............
Until Bept. 1, 1676.
Rev. p e t e r  DE PBEE................
. Until Bept. 1, I66O.
O. JACOBUS HEEBINGA....................  Sahgatdck, M ich.
Until Bept. 1, 166S.
Representing the Chassis of H olland.
R ev. JOHN H. KARSTEN.......................  W atjpdn, Wis.
Until Bept. 1, 1S76.
R ev. p e t e r  LEPELTAK...............
Until Bept. 1, 1676.
AREND DE R O O ..............................  Chicago, III.
. Until Bept. 1, 1660.
R ev. .TOHN MULLER............................  Peoria, III.
Until Sept. 1, 166S.
Representing the Chassis of W isconsin.
R ev. c o r n e l i s  V A N D E R M E U L E N ........ Grand R apids, M ich.
Until Bept. 1, 1676. .
R ev. JAMES DE PREE.................... . Spring Lake, M ich.
Until Bept. 1, 1676.
KLAAS B R O U W E R ......................  G rand H aven, M ich.
Until Bept. 1, I66O.
Rev. ADRIAN KBIEKAARD............ ... Grand R apids, M ich. 
Until Bept. 1, 166S.
Representing the Chassis of Grand R iver.
R ev. JOHN L. SEE, D. D ...... ...............  N e w  Y ork City.
Corresponding Secretary op the Board op Education, R. C. A.,
, AND representing SAID BOARD.
Rev. PHILIP PHELPS, Jr .....................  H olland, M ich.
President op the Institution.
 ̂ KXKCTJXI VIC COIVriVtlXTEE.
R e v . a . C. V A N  RAALTE, R e v . R. PIETERS,
R e v . a . T. STEWART, R e v . P. DE. PREE,
R e v . C. v a n  D E R  MEULEN, R e v . H. UITERWYK,




C A T A L O G U E  OF M E M B E R S  OF COUNCIL.
Namf Time or • service. ,
R ev. A lbertos C. VAn R aalte, D. D ................... .... 18G3 __
Elder H essel O. T n t e m a ............................... 1803 1874
R ev. Jo h n S. Jor alm o n.....................  1863 1870 and 1873 __R ev. P eter J. Oggel*.................................  1803 1809
R ev. Cyrus G. V an D er V eer*..........................  1803 1808
R ev. John M ason Perris, D. D................. .......... 1803 1800
R ev. N. D u B ois W illiamson............. ..............  1863 1800
R ev. W illiam Bailey.................................  1803 1804Elder John A rsiitage................................  1863 1804
R ev. Jacob V an D er M eulen..................1803 1804 and 1870 1872
E lder Joh n N. R ogers.......................1863 1804 and 1805 1807R ev. Joh n V an D er M eulen............................  1804 1873
E lder Jacob V an Za n t e n ..............................  1804 1871
R ev. Sa m u e l  J. R og er s................................  1804 1800Elder G eorge W. Force, M. D ..........................  1804 1805
E lder W illiam G. St e w a r t ............................. 1804 1805
R ev. Seine B olks .................................... 1805 1873
E lder Solomon Cummings, M. D.*.......................  1805 1807R ev. A b b l T. Stewart, D. D ............................. 1806 __
R ev. James D emarest. Jr............................... 1806 1873
H on. Schuyler Co l f a x ................................  1800 1869R ev. E q w a r d  P. Livingston.................... 1806 09 and 1874 __
R ev. R oelof Pieters.........................  1806 69 and 187.5__E lder A rie Cz. K u v p e r .............................. . 1806 1808
R ev. H enry E. D e c k e r ................................  1800 1808
Elder Lodewecus S. V iele.............................  1867 __
E lder B ernardos Ledeboer, M. D .......................  1807 1873
R ev. Cornelis V an D er M eulen......................... 1808 1870
R ev. A br a h a m Thompson............................... 1808 1874
R ev. Joh n W. B bardslee............................... 1808 __
R ev. E. Christian Oggel..................... 1869 1873 and 1870 __R ev. John H. K arsten.................................  1809 __
R ev. XJuiAfl: D. G ulick................................. 1809 1874
R ev. Christian V an D er V een..........................  1809 4873
R ev. Cornelius E. Crispell, D. D........................  1809 1871•Rev. Joh n M u l l e r .................................... 1870 __
R ev. W illiam A. H o u b o l t .............................  1870 1872
R ev. A drian K r i ek a a r d............................... 1870 ....E lder K laas B r o u w e r ................................  1870 __
R ev. D avid Cole, D. D ................ ................ 1871 __
E lder A rend D e R oo.................................. 1871 __
R ev. A drian Zw e m e r .................................  1872 1874R ev. James D e Pree...................................  1872 __
R ev. A d a m  H. V an V r a n k e n ............................ 1873 __R ev. Peter D e Pr e e ..................................  1873 __
R ev. D irk B robk .................................... 1873 1875
R ev. H enry XJitbrwyk .................................  1873 __
E lder W illiam M cCormi c k............................  1873 1874
Elder Lemuel O. H a m m o n d *...........................  1874 1875R ev. Egbert W inter................... ............... 1874 __
Elder G. Jacobus H eerixga............................ 1874 __
R ev. N icholas M. Steffens.............................  1874 1875R ev. Peter Lbpbltak... :.............................  1875 __
E lder Charles Sc o o n... 1.............................  1870 __
EX OFFICIO.
R ev. Joh n L. See, D. D ................................. 1863 __
Corresponding Secretary. Board of Education. R. C. A.
R ev. Philip Phelps, Jr.........■.......................  1863 __














































W  O E K
T H E  PRESIDENT OF T H E  INSTITUTION, U)
G E N E R A L  FACULTY.
K E V .  C O R N E L I U S  E. C R I S P E L L ,  D. D.,
K B P R B S E N T I N G  T H E  T H E O L O G I C A L  D E P A R T M E N T .
’ R E V .  T. R O M E Y N  B E C K ,  A. M.,
K E P B E S E N T I N G  T H E  A C A D E M I C  D E P A R T M E N T .
E E V .  W I L L I A M  B. G I L M O R E ,  A. M./^)
REPRESENTING THE P REPARATORY DEPARTMENT.
TREASURER.
P R O F .  C O R N E L I S  D O E S B U R G ,  A. M.
Whole School,  account of the(1) In June, 1871. the General Synod adopted a Constitution for the in which the President of the Institution was. at his own request, on r  pressure of other duties, released from the oblifration to hold a formal Professor- in that of th Presidency of the several Faculties was merged





R ev. CORNELIUS ELTINGE CRISPELL. D. D.,
P R O F E S S O R  O F  D I D A C T I C  A N D  P O L E M I C  T H E O L O G Y ,  T E A C H E R  pro tem. I N  
P A S T O R A L  T H E O L O G Y ,  A N D  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  F A C U L T Y .
R ev. THEODORIC R O M E Y N  BECK, .
S Y N O D I C A L  L E C T O R  I N  E X E G E T I C A L  T H E O L O G Y .
R ev. C H ARLES SCOTT, U. D., =
S Y N O D I C A L  L E C T O R  I N  C H U R C H  H I S T O R Y  A N D  G O V E R N M E N T ,  A N D  A D V I S O R Y  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  I K  C O U N C I L .  
In accordance with the amended constitution, and under the approval of the 
Council or Board of Superintendents, the President of the Institution, in cases 
of vacancy, attends to such teaching from time to time in the several depart  
mf nts, as may be consistent with the other duties of his office, and be required 




H O P E  COLLEGE. 1 3
S T U D E N T S .
S E I O R  C L A S .
Name. . Residence. Room. •
No. I 6 .
Rochester, N, Y . . . No. 2 .  .
RVXnxore, Mic h..... No. 3.
Babbnd W eenink t ....... Holland, Mich...... At home.
. M I D D L E  C L A S .  .
N a m e . Residence. • Room.
■ R  V  T ,  P . . . . . . CdluTtiet, 111. . . . . . H. Te Rollers.
Cornelis W a b e k e ........ North Holland, Mich.. H. Te Rollers.
J U I R  C L A S S .
N a m e . R esidence. Room.
La w re n c e D ykstra....... Grand Rapids, Mich.. No. 7.
Joh n H o e k j e............ Overyssel, Mich..... No. 10.
t Student in electi ve theological course.
N S 
S 




The following are the requisites for admission, prescribed by the General 
Synod: 
 Every candidate for admission into the theological department of Hope 
College shall produce a certificate of his membership in some regular Protest
ant Church, with a baccalaureate diploma, or testimonials of such literary 
attainments as would entitle him to such diploma.
He shall, moreover, submit to an examination by the Council, acting as a 
Board of Superintendent.̂ , or by a committee appointed by the Cohncil, in 
regard to his piety, talents, and such other qualifications as would give reason
able ground to hope that he is called of God to preach the Gospel.
 Any student who maintains a consistent Christian behavior, and who 
desires to avail himself of  the instructions of any of the Professors, may be 
admitted to the advantages of any of the lecture rooms, subject to ordinary 
scholastic regulatioiia. But such shall be known and registered as students in 
elective course, and not in theology, and shall not appear in any of the theo
logical examinations.
The committee for the reception of theological students meets on the third 
Wednesday of September.
Ill accordance with the constitution of the Whole School, as adopted by the 
General Synod, and with the action of the Council or Board of Superintendents, 
said committee consists of the Theological Faculty and the President of the 












C O U R S E  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N .
• . JUNIOR YEAR. .
The Greek and Hebrew Languages.
Biblical Arch®ology.
Exegesis of the Original Scriptures.
Ancient Sacred History and Chronology.
Sacred Rhetoric. ■





Chaldee and Syriac Languages.








Exegesis of the Scriptures, ccmtinued. 
Theses.
Sacred Rhetoric, ccmtinued.
A L U M N ' I ,
■ Name. 1869.  ̂ Hesidenob.
Rev. ALE B U U R S M A .................. ..... South Holland, 111.
R ev. GERRIT D A N G R E M O N D ................  Fremont. Centre, Mich.
Rev. w i l l i a m  B. G I L M O R E ................  Spring Lake, HI.
R ev. p e t e r  M O E R D Y K .... .............. . • Grand Rapids. Mich.
R ev. WILLIAM M Q E R D Y K ..................  Zeeland, Mich.
R ev. JOHN W. TE W I N K E L ................  Clymer, N. Y.
Rev. H A R M  WOLTMAN.*
1870.
R e v . JAMES DE PREE... ........... .......  Spring Lake, Mich.
Rev. E N N E  J. H E B R E N ..................... Vellore, India.
R ev. JOHN HUIZ E N G A .................. Mattoax, Virginia.
R e v . BALSTER V A N  ESS....................  North Holland, Mich.
1871.
Rev. JOHN B R O E K ............ ............ . Beaverdam, Mich.
Rev. GERRIT V A N  DE  KREBKE. ............  Boston, Mass.
WILLIAM VISSCHER.*  ^
1872.. ■
R ev. h a r m  BORGERS ................. ,.... Cedar Grove, Wis.
Rev. e v e r t  V A N  D E R  H A R T .............. Battle Creek, Mich.
. 1873. ■
Rev. H E N R Y  BOER .. ■.......................  Buffalo, N. Y.
R ev. PETER D E  B R U Y N ....................  Rochester, N. Y.
R ev. JOHN A. DE S P B L D E R .................  Macon, Mich.
Rev. JAMES F. Z W E M E R .......... ....  E. Saugatuck, Mich.
1874.
R e v. JOHN H O F M A N ........................ Overyssel, Mich.
Rev. NICHOLAS N E E R K E N  .................  Graafschap, Mich.
1875.
R e v . w i l l i a m  P. H A Z E N B E R G ............... Fulton, 111.





A D O P T E D  ALUMNI.
(Being A l u m n i  of the Holland Academy^)
Rev. Christian Van Der Veen............ .. Holland, Mich.
Rev. Jacob Van Der M eulen.............. .. Muskegon, Mich.
Rev. John Van Der M eulen................. Forest Grove, Mich.
Rev. Adrian Zwe me r...................... Albany, N. Y.
Rev. Gerrit J. Ntkerk....................  Overyssel, Mich.
Rev. John H. K arsten.....................  Waupun. Wis
Rev. Egbert W inter................. .... Pella, Iowa.
Rev. Roelof Pieters..................... '. Holland, Mich.
Rev. Hendrik W. Brandt............ ......  South Africa.
Rev. DirkBroek........... .............  Cleveland, Ohio.
Rev. Peter De Pree................ ...... Vriesland, Mich.
Rev. Peter Lepeltak............. ......... Greenleafton, Minn.
Rev. Louis H. Bahler...................... Coeymans, N. Y.
Rev. M annes K iekinveld................... Eastmanville, Mich.
Rev. Adrian Kriekaard...................  Grand Rapids, Mich.
Rev. B. Christian Oggel.................... Grand Haven, Mich.
Rev. Henrt Uiterwtk...................... Holland, Mich.
Rev. John W. W arnshuis..................  Marion, N. Y.
Rev. Adrian W bstvebr........... ......... Shokan, N. Y.
The principle on which the Council, .with the hearty concurrence of the 
Alumni proper, adopted those who had received their preliminary education 
in the germinal “ Holland Academy,” is founded on the university purpose set 
forth in their special report to the General Synod in June, 1868, wherein the 
Counciil employs the following language: (See page 12 of their printed report.)
‘ Is it not simply true that the more numerous and the stronger the Church 
can make all other departments  with special reference to the Primary  the 
more certain will she beef a supply for her theological schools?" For the 
union of departments gives influence and reputation to the whole Institution, 
calls together and brings under proper training a larger number of youth, 
arouses a greater interest in the Church, and affords encouragement to liberal 
benefactions.’
The development of Hope College into Hope .Haven University_which is
the future name adopted for the Institution by the General Synod  would be 
indeed wild and visionary, except to such faith as” is inspired by its past his




C A T A L O G U E  O F  rN-STEUCTOES.
R e v. PHILIP PHELPS, Jr .
Provisional Teacher in Sacred Exegesis and Rhetoric  .... ........ 1866 67
Lector in Sacred Exegesis..................................  1867 69
Professor of Exegetical Theology and President of the Faculty...  1869 71
Teacher ex officio.......................................... 1871 ..
R e v. p e t e r  JOHN OQGEL,»
Provisional Teacher in Introduction to Scripture Studies ......... 1866 67
Lector in Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Theology................ 1867 69
R e v . T. R O M E Y N  BECK, *
Provisional Teacher in the Hebrew and Greek Languages ........ 1866 67
Lector in Biblical Criticism and Sebrew and Greek..............  1867 75
Lector in Exegetical Theology............................... 1875 ..
R e v. CHARLES SCOTT, D. D„
Provisional Teacher in Ancient Sacred History and Chronology ___ 1866 67
Lector in Sacred and Ecclesiastical History     ................. 1867 75
Lector in Church Government and History.....................  1875 ..
R e v . CORNELIUS E. CRISPELL, D. D., ,
Provisional Teacher in Archaeology and Confession of Faith ......  1866 67
Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology ..................  1867 ..
Teacher in Pastoral Theology ....................... 1868 ..
President of the Faculty.. ...................•.............  1871 ..
Re v . ROELOF PIETERS,
Teacher pro tem. in Exegetical Theology.... ................  1871 75
R e v . CHRISTIAN V A N  DER VEEN,.
Teacher pro tem. in Sacred Rhetoric... ......................  1871 73
R ev. ABEL T. STEWART, D. D.,
Teacher pro tem. in Sacred Rhetoric.......;.................. 1874 75
1 Appointed by the Board of Education and the Councii, acting under the authority 
of the General Synod. As the first theological teachers were all appointed at the same 





















STATE B O A E D  OF VISITOES.
T H E O D O R E  R O M E Y N ,  E s q ................ D e t r o i t, M i c h .
H o n . h e n r y  W A L D R O N ...., ..........  H i l l s d a l e , M i c h .
H o k . T. w h i t e  E E R R Y ...........  G r a n d  H a v e n , M i c h .
This Board .is appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
in compliance with the law, and, usually, by courte.sy, on nomination of the
Council.  _ .
Its duty is to attend the annual examination for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the course of instruction is kept up to the standard required by the 
statutes, for the conferring of the degree of Bachelor of Arts. It is, therefore, 
an ally of the Synod in maintaining the scholastic course preparatory to the 
study of theology.
The preceding is the original Board nominated by the Council.
Mr. Konievn, for many years one of the leading lawyers of tiie State of 
Michigan, was educated iri the Reformed (Dutch) Church his ancestry for 
several generations being prominent among its ministry.
Mr. Waldron, wlio has served a number of years in the Congress of the 
United States,  was educated in the Second Reformed (Dutch) Church of 
Albany, N. Y., and is a graduate of Rutgers College at New Brunswick, N. J.
Vice President Ferry is a son of one of the early alumni of tlie Theological 
Seminary at New Brunswick, N. ,1. ids father being one of the missionaries 
to the aboriginal tribes in Michigan, and subsequently becoming the founder 








■ R ev. T. R O M E Y N  BECK, A. M.,
PB O P B S S O R  O P  T H E  L A T I N  A N D  G R E E K  L A N G U A G E S  A N D  LITERATURE, 
A N D  P R E S I D E N T  O P  T H E  P A O U L T V .
R ev. CH A R L E S  SCOTT, D. D.,
PR O P E 3 S O R  O P  C H E M I S T R Y  A N D  N A T U R A L  HISTORY.
R ev. CORNELIUS E. CRISPELL, D. D.,
PR O P E S S O R  O P  M A T H E M A T I C S ,  N A T U R A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  A N D  A S T R O N O M Y .
. CORNELIUS DOESBURG, A. M.,
PR O PE S S O R  O P  M O D E R N  L A N G U A G E S .
WILLIAM A. SHIELDS, A. M.,^ .
ASSISTANT P R O P E S S O R  O P  R H E T O R I C  A N D  E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E .
ASSISTANT P R O P E S S O R  O P  T H E  L A T I N  A N D  G R E E K  L A N G U A G E S .
GERRIT J O H N  KOLLEN, A. M.,
ASSISTANT P R O F E S S O R  O P  MATHE.MATICS, N A T U R A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  A N D  
A S T R O N O M Y .
22 H O P E  COLLEGE.«




Name. Residence.  Boom.
Henrt Elias Dosker...... O r a n d  Rapids, Mich.. No. 13.
Prank Alanson Force.... Constantine, M i c h .... Mrs. Alcotts.
Albert Auoustds Ppanstiekl, Holland, Mich...... At home.
CoRNELis Van Oostenbrugge, Thornton, 111..... No. 11.
Do uw e T n t e m a .......... Vriealand, Mi c h.... Mr. Geerling s.
JUNIOR CLASS.
Concordia. 7*?
N ame. Residence. Room.
■ John Cornelis Groeneveld. . Oroningen, H e t h... Mrs. Groeneveld s.
Lambertos H ekhuis...... Holland, M i c h ..... At home.
M atthew K oltn......... Zeeland, M i c h...... No. 11.





H Q P E  COLLEGE. 23
S O P H O M O R E  C L A S S .
JHligentia.
N a m e . R esidence. R o o m .
H e n r y  B o e r s ............ Ocerymel, M i c h..... D. Te Rollers.
Jo h n  G abriel G e b h a r d .... Dr. CrispelTs. 
Mrs. Binnekant s.St e p h e n  Jo h n  H a r m e l i n o__ Gibbaville, TFis.....
Jo h n  H e n r y  K leinhecksel .. Ocerymel, Mic h..... D. Te Rollers.
\  ̂ .
F R E S H M A N  C L A S S . > 9  .
Spea. •
N a m e . R esidence. . R o o m .
D irk Jo h n  D e B e y __ ...... Chicago, lU........ Mrs. De Keyser s.
E lias D e Sp e l d e r......... At home.
K uMAZE KiMURAf ......... Shidzoka, J a p a n....
>
Japanese Hall.
G eorge N i e m e y e r ......... O r a n d  Haven, Mich... No. 14.
MOTOITIRO O h GIMI.......... No. 8. ■
D irk Sc h o l t e n............ Chicago, 111........ No. 14.
E ben e z e r V a n  D e r  B er g e f .. Holland, Mich...... At home.







A D M I S S I O N .
For admission into the Freshman Class, a full certificate of graduation from 
the Preparatory Department of the Institution, or an examination in the fol
lowing studies Is required, viz.;
• L A T I N .  ■
Latin Grammar  Andrews qiid Stoddard, or Zumpt.
Latin Prosody. ,
Arnold s Latin Prose Composition, to Apposition.” •
Caesars Commentaries. 
Cicero s Orations against Cataliue. .
Virgils ..Eneid. 
G R E E K .
Greek Grammar  Crosby or Hadley.
Greek Reader  Jacobs or DuUions.
Xenophon s Anabasis.
MATHEMATICS.
Arithmetic complete  Davies  University, or an equivalent.
Algebra
Geometry  First three books.
A D D I T I O N A L .
English Grammar.
Rhetoric  First part of Hart’s. 
Modern Geography.













T I M E  O F  ADMISSION.
The regular times for the examination of candidates for admission will 
occur immediately after the annual Commencement, and at the opening of the 
study year. .
But students will be received at other times, provided that they are able to 
go on with the class, from that stage of progress which it may have attained.
. e l e m e n t a r y  k n o w l e d g e .
■ The examination will be directed witli special reference to preparation in 
grammatical and elementary knowledge ; and in the translations with more 
regard for the quality than the quantity.
A D V A N C E D  STANDING.
Candidates for advanced standing will be examined, in addition to the pre
paratory studies, in those previously pursued by the classes which they sever
ally propose to enter.
P A R T I A L  CODRSB.
A  partial course may be taken by those who desire it, in harmony with tlie 
complete course, if that arrangement be made at the time of their admission ; 
but such shall, at the end, receive a simple certificate in lieu of the usual 
diploma. ■
. CREDENTIALS.
Every candidate for admission must be provided with credentials as to his 
character, habits and scholarship, from his last Instructor, or from the last 
Institution with which he may have been connected.
PROBATION.
New students remain on probation, during at least one term, at the expira









Ancient Lanouaoes.........  Cicero de Anilcltla Arnolds Latin Prose Com
position, continued from preparatory course  
Homer s liiad  Arnolds Greek Prose Compo
sition,
M athematics..............  Geometry Fourth BOok, etc.
Khetoric................  Original Essays Delivery of selected pieces
Hart s Rhetoric continued from preparatory 
course.
Modern Lanocaoes.........  Mulders Dutch Literature and Etymology.
Physiology..............  Jarvis Treatise.
SECOND TERM. •
Ancient Languages.........  Livy Latin Prose Composition, continued 
Homer s Iliad, continued Greek Prose Com
position, continued Ancient Geography.
M athematics..... ........  Plano and Solid Geometry.
Rhetoric ................ Trenchs Study of words. ■
History.................  Ancient History, Taylors Manual.
Modern Languages. .........  Dutch, as before.
THIRD TERM. •
Ancient Languages.........  Livy, continued Latin Prose Composition, con
...................eluded. Homer s Odyssey Greek Prose Compo
sition, continued Ancient Geography, continued.
Mathematics..............  Plane Trigonometry.
Rhetoric................  As before.
History.................. Ancient History, continued.
M odern Languages........  Dutch, as beprre..
— ’ ­
— 
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■ .
S O P H O M O R E  T E A R .
FIRST TERM.
Ancient Languages ... ....... Livy Herodotus Greek Prose Composition, con-
tinucd. 
M athematics......
Rhetoric......... ....... Shaw s Manual Delivery of Selected Speeches
Vocal Exercises. 
H istory..........
M odern Lanodaoes__ ....... French and German ; Pujol and Wonnan.
Didactics +........ ....... Holbrooks Normal Methods of Teaching.
Sacred Literature+..
S E C O N D  TERM.
Ancient Languages. ..
Euripides  Greek Antiquities  Greek Prose 
Composition, continued.
Mathematics......
Rhetoric......... .......  Delivery of Orifrinal and Selected Pieces.
H istory.......... ....... Modern History: Taylors Manual.
M odern Languages ... ....... French and German, continued, •
Didactics +....... ....... Normal Methods, continued.
Sacred Literature+.. ....... Harmony of the Gospelŝ  continued.
T H I R D  TERM. 
Ancient Languages .. ....  Terence Roman History and Antiquities, con
iinued  Sophocles  Greek Antiquities, con





















HO P E  COLLEGE. .
•
J U N I O R  T E A R .
FIRST TERM. .
Ancient Lanodaoes..... . Thfi Satires of Horace Roman Literature 
Thucydides Greek Literature. •
Rhetoric............. ...Blairs Rhetoric Analyses  Delivery of Original
and Selected Pieces.
history.............. Modern History, concluded.
M odern Languages...... ... German and French, continued.
Chemistry............ ... Porters Chemistry.
Intellectual Philosophy.....Upham s Mental Philosophy Hamiltons Meta
phjsics.
Natural Philosophy.... ... Statics, Dynamics.
Sacred Literature+..... ...Historical Introduction to Sacred Scripture.
1
S E C O N D  TERM.
Ancient Lanodaoes..... .. Demosthenes on the Crown  Greek Literature.
Rhetoric....... ■.... ...Blairs Rhetoric, continued, wlthexercises as before.
M odern Languages..... .. German and French, continued.
Chemistry............ Porters Chemistry, concluded.
Intellectual Philosophy..... TJphams Mental Philosophy, continued. ■
Natural Philosophy.... .. Hydrostatics, Hydrodynamics, Pneumatics,
Acoustics, Optics.
•Sacred Literature +... ... A s  before.
T H I R D  TERM. 
Ancient Languages...... ...Juvenal  Roman Literature.
Rhetoric ............ ... Essays Discussions Original Orations.
M odern Languages..... ... German and French, continued.
Intellectual Philosophy... Upham s aMental Philosophy, concluded.
Natural Philosophy... ... Electricity, Magnetism, Galvanism.
Natural History....... ... Wood s Botany.

















































C O U R S E  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N .
G E N E R A L  R E M A R K S .  ,
Until the several Departments of instruction are filled, the Council is mak
ing the best attempt possible to distribute the various branches among the 
present teachers ; and the preceding course will be carried out so far as prac
ticable.
There is an alternation of days with respect to the studies pursued, so as to 
furnish variety, and initiate the student into as many branches as the succes
sive years may permit.
Certain branches are, of course, kept subordinate, witli regard to which, all 
tliat can be done, is to turn the attention to tliem in tlie right connection, sim
plify tlie elements, point out appropriate books of reference, and instruct as to 
the relative place whicli tliey hold in science. ^
This last point will receive particular attention, in connection with Didac
tics, when students will be drilled in the classification of the branches, with 
tlieir respective relations. Sucli exercise enhances the value of all attain
ments.
It will be inculcated as philosophy, even if it were not religion, that/at</i 
is superior to sight. Faith walks under the guidance of Supreme Wisdom. 
Sight walks in accordance with its own limited views. Tlierefore faith must 
lead science, and not science, faitli.
There will be a constant reiteration and illustration of the true theory of 
education, which is, that it consists in tlie untiring endeavor to approach that 
perfection, corporeal, mental and spiritual, whicli belonged to us originally, 
and which it is the object of redemption to restore. Hence, education does not 
consist in mere culture, but in change  not in development alone, but in 
sanctification. This simple hible trutli is a key to unlock many difficulties of 
social, mental and moral philosopliy.
.And, finally, it will be taught, not as cant, else it would not be in the 
Scripture; nor as an arbitrary dictation of divine authority, else it would not 
liave been ushered in with its higlily significant appeal to tliat created nature 
which seems to satisfy the mere scientist; but as profound, inirautahle, essen
tial P H I L O S O P H Y : Behold the fear of the Lord, t h a t  is wisdom,; and to depart 















The terms and vacations are regulated in accordance with the calendar on 
page 66.
. Examinations.
Immediately before the annual Commencement, there is a public examina­
tion of all tlie classes under tlie supervision of the Council, at which the State 
Board of Visitors is entitled to be represented.
Expenses.
The price of tuition is twelve dollars per term, but it is subject to a system 
of exemptions arising from the growth of the Institution through benevolent 
contributions, and adapted to tlie needs of tlie deserving.
A fee of four dollars per term is laid to coverall contingent expenses. No 
fee on admission is required, nor are any extra charges levied. The graduation 
fee is five dollars.
The gratuitous use of rooms in the building is continued ; but the Council 
does not recognize any obligation to others than those wlio. in tlie different 
departments, are studying for tlie sacred ministry.
Good board may be obtained at different private bouses, at prices ranging 
from $3.50 to $3.50 per week. •
' Beneficiary Help.
No youth desirous of receiving an education, yet not having the means to 
meet the expense, will be turned from tlie doors of tlie Institution on that 
account; but friendly aid can always be found for such, aa are worthy.
Scholarships.
A system of honorary and otlier scholarships lias been inaugurated, tlie 
object of which is not only to exempt from tuition fees, but also to set Chiircli 
beneficiary aid in the proper light, and render it a means for awakening a 
suitable sense of self respect, rather than a depressing sense of dependence.-
Incentives.
Instead of the ordinary method of prizes, incentives to progress will be fur
nished by positions on the Honorary and Classical scholarships j ust mentioned.
Vocal M usic.
Gratuitous instruction in vocal music is regularly given to all interested. 
Tills has long been a source of benefit and recreation to the students.
Fellowship.
The Fraternal Society furnishes the means of social, mental and moral 
improvement to those admitted into its fellowship.
■ General Regulations. .
A  strict conformity to all the regulations of the Institution is expected of 
every student. Tlie metliod of government pursued, is not to depend on mere 
restraints, but to induce habits of self control.
The premises are held for tlie use and occupancy of all tlie departments in 
common ; and the system of rules is adopted by the GeneraLFaculty in which 
all the departments are represented.
Facilities op Communication.
Holland city, wliere the Institution is located, is connected with Chicago at 
the south west by the Chicago and Micliigan Lake Shore Railroad, tlie distance 
being about one hundred and fifty miles by land, while tlie voyage across the 
lake to the same place is about one liundred and ten miles.
To the north. Grand Haven, about twenty miles distant, is readied by 
the Lake Shore Railroad, as well as by Lake Michigan. Muskegon and 
other places are on the same road, as well as on the Chicago and Michigan 
Lake Shore Road. By a brancli of tlie latter road. Grand Rapids is accessible, 
about thirty miles to the north east. Both Grand Rapids and Grand Haven are 
on the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad for points east or west; and from 
Grand Rapids is a branch of the Michigan Central Road for the east.
In a southeasterly direction, Holland is joined by railroad with Allegan, 
twenty five miles distant on the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad  with 
Kalamazoo fifty miles distant, on the Michigan Central Railroad  and with 
White Pigeon ninety miles distant on the Michigan Southern Road.
There are other railroad connections, so that the facilities for land and water 
intercommunication are unsurpassed; and there are several daily mails in 
different directions. The college buildings are within a few minutes  walk of 








A L U M N I .
N a.me. Occupation. Present R esidence.
Ale Buursma...... .
Gerhit Dangkemond...
W illiam B. Gilmore__
Peter M obrdtk......
W illiam M oerdtk....
W illiam A. Shields...
John W. Te W inkel...
Harm W oltman*.....
Gerrit'Boles........








Gerrit Van De Kreeke. . 
W illiam Visschbr *...
Evert Van Der Hart. .. 
A. W ilson Van Der Veer 
W illiam Van Putten J...
1866.
Clergyman .. .... South Holland, 111.
Clergyman.....Fremont Centre, Mich.
Clergyman.....Spring Lake, 111.








Clergyman..... Vellore, lndi«. ■ ■










Clergyman ...... Battle Creek, Mich.
Mercliant . .•... Davenport, Mich.
Apotliecary....  Holland, Mich.
'
'
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Name. Occupation. Present Residence.
1870.
Henry Bo e r........ .. Buffalo, N. T.
W illiam B. De BeyJ... .. Chicago, III.
Peter De Bruyn...... .. Rochester, N. Y.
John a . De Spelder __ .. Macon, Mich.
Charles E. Jones..... .. Albany, N. T.
James F. Zw e m e r ..... .. E. Saugatuck, M'.ch.
1871.
John Hofman........ . . Oostburg, Wis.
Simon Kuyper....... .. Orange City, loxrn.
N icholas Neerken (Rev.) . Chaafschap, Mich. •
Peter D. Schipperus... . Chicago, 111.
Samdel Streng...... .. Pella, Iowa.
James Ten Eyck--.-__ . Holland, Mich.
W illiam Veenschoten .. . Schodack, H. Y.
1878.
Ahend Visschbr...... . Holland, Mich.
1873.
Edwin A. Bedei.l..... . Albany, N. Y.
John Hoekje ........ . Drenthe, Mich. ,
JosiAS M edlendyk.... . Rochester, N. Y.
Helends E. Nies...... . Fillmore, Mich.
Jacob Van Halteren__ . Orand Haven, Mich.
Harm Van Der W art__ . Scotia, N. Y.
1874. *
Cornelis Kriekaard... . Kalamazoo, Mich.
Joseph 0. M illspadgh ... . Battle Greek, Mich.
H.arm Van Der Ploeg__ . Calumet, 111.
Cornelis W abeke .;... . North Holland, Mich. '
1875.
Henrtcds Baron...... . North Holland, Mich.
Lawrence Dykstra... . Orand Rapids, Mich.
Robert B. D. Simonson. .. . Dalton, 111.
Evert Smits ...;...... . South Holland, Mich.
W ii.liam V. Steele.... . Somerville, N. J.
•.John Visscher. . ..... . Chicago, Rl.
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A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N .  •
Prop. GERKIT J. KOLLEN................
Rev. NICHOLAS NEERKEN................
AREND VISSCHER, LL. B................. it
Prop. WILLIAM A. SHIELDS..............
Rev. JAMES F. ZWEMER.................
. A D O P T E D  MEMBEES.
Bev. Christian Van Der Veen.. ........... . Holland, Mich.
Rev. Jacob Van Der M edlbn.............. . Muskegon, Mich.
Edward H. C. Taylor, A. B................ . Portland, Oregon. '
Rev. John Van Der M edlen............... .. Forest Grove, Mich.
Rev. Adrian Zwe me r.................... . Albany, N. Y.
Rev. Gerrit J. Nykerk................... . Overyssel.Mich.
Rev. John H. Karsten................... . Waupun, Wis.
Rev. Egbert W inter.................... . Pella, Iowa.
Rev. Roblop Pieters.................... . Holland, Mich.
M arinds Hoogesteqeb................... . Holland, Mich.
Rev. Hendrik W. Brandt................. . South Africa.
Rev. Dirk Broek........................ . Cleveland, Ohio.
Rev. Peter De Pree......... i.......... . Vriesland, Mich.
Rev. Peter Lepeltak.................... . Greeuleafton, Minn.
Rev. Louis H. Bahleb.................... . Coeymans, N. Y.
Rev. M annes K iekinveld................. . Eastmanville, Mich.
Rev. Adrian Kriekaard.................. . Grand Rapids, Mich.
Rev. E. Christian Oggbl................... . Grand Haven, Mich.
Rev. Henry Uiterwyk................... . Holland, Mich.
Abend Van Der Veen, M. D........ •.•...... . Grand Haven, Mich.
Rev. John W. W abnshhis... ”............. . Marion, N. Y.
Rev. Adrian W estvebr................... . Shokau, N. Y. .
H enry P. Ocoel, M. D ...................... . Muskegon, Mich.
C A T A L O G U E  OF INSTRUCTOKS.
R e v . PHILIP PHELPS, Jr ..
Teacher......... . ...................... .............. 1863 63
Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy..................... 1865 71
Acting Instructor in Rhetoric and English Literature...... . 1866 69
President of the Faculty (1).................................  1866 71
Teacher, ex officio..... . .......................... ........ 1871 ..
R e v. p e t e r  JOHN OGGEL, A. M.,*
Professor of Sacred Literature...............................  1865 69
X R e v . T. R O M E Y N  BECK, A. M„
Professor of the Latin and Greek Languages and Literature....... 1863 ..
Acting Instructor in Rhetoric and English Literature.............  1864—66
Acting Instructor in Moral Philosophy............... ........  1866 66
Acting Instructor in Evidences of Christianity..................  1868 71
President of the Faculty....................................1871 ..
R e v. JOHN M A S O N  FERRIS, D. D.,
Acting Instructor in Mental Science and Natural Philosophy....... 1864 65
_ R e v. CHARLES SCOTT. D. D.,
Professor of Chemistry and Natural History.... ...............  1866 ..
Acting Instructor in History................................  1866 ..
Re v. CORNELIUS E. CRISPELL. D. D„
Professor of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy.....  1866 ..
Acting Instructor in Political Economy.......................  1873 76
CORNELIUS DOESBURG, A. M.,
Tutor in Modern Languages................................  1866 73
Professor of Modern Languages............................. ..1873 ..
WILLIAM A. SHIELDS, A. M„ .
General Tutor............................................  1867 71
Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature...........  1871 ..
R e v . ABEL T. STEWART, D. D., •
Acting Instructor in Mental and Moral Philosophy............... 1870 73
R e v . PETER MOERDYK, A. M.,
Assistant Professor of the Latin and Greek Languages...........  1871 73
. GERRIT J. KOLLEN, A. M.,
Assistant Professor of Mathematics............ .............  1871 ..
R e v. h e n r y  UITERWYK, A. M.,
Acting Instructor in Mental Pliilosophy.......................  1874 75



























R e v . w i l l i a m  B. GILMORE, A. M.,
R E C T O R ,  A N D  BX offlcio P R E S I D E N T  O P  T H E  P A C U L T T . O )
CORNELIS DOESBURG, A. M.,
 . P R O F E S S O R  O F  M O D E R N  L A N G U A G E S .
W I LL I A M  A. SHIELDS, A. M.,
P R O F E S S O R  O P  R H E T O R I C  A N D  E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E .
P R O F E S S O R  O F  T H E  L A T I N  A N D  G R E E K  L A N G U A G E S .
• GERRIT J O H N  KOLLEN, A. M„
P R O F E S S O R  O P  M A T H E M A T I C S ,  N A T U R A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  A N D  A S T R O N O M Y .
. In addition to tUe regular Faculty, several of the students in the higher 
departments give instruction in various brandies assigned theip in tlie pre
paratory department.
(1) Until the Rectorship Is occupied, the members of the Faculty preside In rotation, 
and represent the Department In the General Faculty.
' 
­
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S T U D E N T S .
U N C L A S S I F I E D .
N a m e . R esidence. R o o m .
s ■M arinos V a n ....... Rochester, N. T .... Mrs. Alcotts.
Car e l W o b m s e k .......... Niverdel, Neth..... No. 18.
• C L A S S   Excelsior.
f .
N a m e . R esidence. R o o m .
Chicago, R l ........ Mrs De Keyzer.
Jacob Pe t e r D e Jo n g ...... Roseland, 111....... No. 12.
Be r e n d  Jo h n  D e V r i e s .... Oroningen, M i c h... Room A.
Jacob M arian D oesbuhg f Holland;, Mich...... At home.
Charles Selw i n D u t t o n ... Holland, Mic h...... At home.
Pe t e r M arinus E lsenios... Chicago, R l ........ No. 12.
Ab e l H ildebrand K loosteu. . Orand Grossing, lU... Mrs. De Keyzer.
Holland, Mich...... At home.
Al b e r t Lahuis............ Oroningen, Mich . ... Room A.
Kalamazoo f Mich... Mr. Toren s.
Drenthe, Mich...... Mrs. Binnekant s.
Jo h n  E ieme r s m a, Jr ....... Oroningen, M k h ... At liomu.
Charles B u c h a n a n  Scott.. .. Holland, Mich... . . At home.
Oroningen, M i c h ... Mrs. Binnekant s.
Oraafschajp, Mich... Room A.
Jannis A rie V a n  D e Luys t e r. Chicago, lU ..:..... Mr. Qeerlings.
Jacob Van Zanten, Jr .... South HoUand, 111 .... No. 15.
John Vinkemoldeb, Jr .... N e w  Holland, Mi c h... Mrs. Binnekants.
Frederick James Zwemer__ Albany, N.  T ...... Japanese Hall.












N a m e . Residence. Room.
Gerhardos Sytze Ba r o n... At home.
G errit John Diekema..... Holland, Mich...... At home.
John G erardus Fa g g ..... Milwaukee, W i s .... T. Keppel’s.
Gerrit Joh n H e k hu i s..... HoUand, Mich...... At home.
Cornelis Jan. H y m a ...... MUmore, M i c h..... Japanese Hall.
Bense H endrik Joldersma. .. Lehetown, M i c h .... No. 15.
Tinis Jo h n K o m me r s....... Middelhurg, Ne t h... Mrs. Lefebre s.
Cornelis Lepeltak....... Holland, Mic h...... At home.
Albert M antinghI........ South HoUand. Mich.. Room B.
Benjamin Py l ............ Kalamazoo, Mich... No. 19.
John V an D er La a n ....... Muskegon. Mieh.... .
Joh n George V an H ees.... Zeeland, Mi e h...... No. 17.
®  CLASS,
Name. Residence. Room.




























Rochester, H. T . ... 
Oregon, lU.......
Mr. Vennema s. 





Mr. Van Oss .
Mr. Toren s.
Mrs. Lefebre s. 




D. Te Rollers. 













(d C L A S S   C o n t i n u e d .
N a m e. Residence. R oom.
Charles Theodore Steffens Silver Creek, l U .... Mr. Kruidiniers.
John R ikus Strabbing.....
John V an Anroy .........
Peter V eenhuizen........
Isaac V erlee............
Gerrit W ickering........ Oreenleafton, M i n n . .. Mrs. Binnekant s.
Adrian Peter Zw e m e r ..... ,Albany, N. Y ...... Japanese Hall.
§  C L A S S .
N a m e. Residence. . Room.
Elijah H enry BeCe e r ...
Joh n Cappon...........
G errit Dokteh.........
H enry W illiam Frieling__
Frederick Ansel Gr e e n . ..
Boonzo H ashiguchi......
H enry Joh n H eusinkveld__




G errit John Prinsen......
W m . H enry John Raueudink. 
W illiam Evert Stapelkamp.
Otto Stuit...............
Allert Ti l le m a..........




MUmore, M i c h...
MUmore, Mieh....
Satsma, J a p a n...
Cherry Grove, Minn. 
Oroningen, Mich....
D a n  forth. 111....
Satsma, J a p a n...
Hollandr Mich....












Mrs. Binnekant s. 
Room D.
Mrs. De Keyser s. 
Japanese Hall.
Mr. Boote s.
Mr. Vennema s. 
Mr. Kruidiniers. 



















First Y ear — g  Class.
Orthography and Reading. • 
Composition and Declamation.
Hart s English Grammar, begun.
Coltons Geography and Map drawing.
Davies New School Arithmetic.
Davies Intellectual Arithmetic.
Andrews and Stoddard s Latin Grammar. 
Latin Reader and Latin Exercises. 
Penmanship.
Second Y e a h — Class.
Reading and Dictation Exercises.
Kari s Composition, begun  Declamation. 
Harts. English Grammar, concluded. 
Intellectual Arithmetic, continued.
Davies University Arithmetic.
Bryant and Strattons Book keeping.
Willard s History of tlie United States.
Latin Grammar and Latin Exercises. 
Commentaries of Julius Csesar.
Crosby s Greek Grammar aud Exercises 
















T h i r d  Y e a r   C l a s s. 
Green s Analysis.
Parsing Pope’s Essay on Man. 
Karl s Composition, continued  Declamation. 
Davies Elementary Algebra.
Astronomy and Use of Globes.
Willard s Universal History.
Arnold s First Latin Book. _
Ciceros Orations against Catalihe. 
Greek Grammar and Greek Beader.
Harkness  First Greek Book.
Dutch Grammar and Reader, continued. 
French and German, elective, instead of Dutch. 
Penmanship.
F o u r t h  Y e a r C l a s s .
Parsing Milton s Paradise Lost.
Hart s Rhetoric, begun  Declamation.
Davies University Algebra.
Davies Geometry  first three books.
Peck’s Ganot s Natural Philosopy.
Latin Grammar and Latin Prosody.
Arnolds Latin Prose Composition.
First Books of Virgils iEneid.
Greek Grammar and First Greek Book. 
Xenophon s Anabasis. 
Dutch Language and Literature.
i rench and German, elective instead of Dutch.
D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  S T U D I E S .  '
The scholastic week is divided as follows: Monday and Wednesday are 
Latin days; Tuesday and Thursday are Greek days; Friday is Rhetoric day.
The studies other than Latin. Greek and Rhetoric, are distributed between 
the Latin and Greek days, so that too many may not occur on the same day. 
The Rhetoric day is devoted to various exercises in elocution and composition̂  
to orthography and reviews, and to the reading of a manuscript magazine, 






















Terms and V acations. The dates for these appear in the Calendar on 
page 66.
Dailt Sessions. The hours of recitation, are from 8:20 a. m . until 12 m . and 
from 1 P. M. until 3 P: M.
The students attend social worship at 8 a. m . in the University Chapel, with 
those of the other departments.
The pupils of the Institution are not all compelled to sit under the eye of a 
teacher, but many of them are permitted to study in different rooms assigned 
them.
Examinations. There is an annual examination, for the date of which, see 
the Calendar. , 
Expenses. A fee of four dollars per term is required from each student; 
but, beyond this, no charges have yet been established.
The gratuitous use of rooms is allowed to pupils, but preference is given 
according to intentions in studying.
Beneficiary Aid. To those who give sufficient promise of usefulness, but 
have not the means of supporting themselves, there are arrangements to afford 
suitable assistance.
Vocal M usic. There are the same advantages in this respect to all the 
students. The Tutor in Music is now Mr. Van Oostenbrugge., •
Fellowship. The Meliphon Society, established in 18S7, has been a source 
of much satisfaction to its members. It is conducted for social and literary 
improvement.
General Regdi,ations. Rules are as few and simple as practicable. The 
students are expected to deport themselves with that propriety which a due 
regard for the wishes of their teachers would dictate, and their own self
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A L U M N I .
Name. Student Residence. Occupation.
1803.
Dihk B. K. Van Raalte, A. B. ... Holland, Mich...... Merchant.
John H oizenoa, A. B........ Zeeland, Mich...... Clergyman.
Gbrrit Bolks, a. M ......... Chicago, lU........ Teacher.
J.vMES De Free, A. M ........ Zeeland, Mic h...... Clergyman.
Enne Jansen Heeren, A. M... Silver Creek, HI.... Clergyman.
Albert Tammes H uizinga, A. M. Oroning'en, Mich.... Teacher. '
Samuel M illspaugh Ashby... Battle Creek, Mich Merchant.
P. G. M aximilian Bahler, A. M.. Meppd, Netherlands.. Clergyman.
James Brandt............ Muskegon, Mich..... Teacher.
Rinze Buursm.a* ........... Holland , Mich..... [Student.]
Cornelius Eltinge Clark* ... Battle Creek, Mich....[In Vol. Army.]
Gerrit Jan Stegeman....... Oraafschap, Mich... Teacher.
Peter Van Den Berg, Jr*.... G r a n d  Haven, Mich... [Student.]
Gerrit W akker,Jr......... Holland, Mich..... U. S. Agent.
Evert W esting........... Graafschap, Mich__ Clergyman.
1804.
•Harm Borgers, A. M ........ Groningen, Mich... Clergyman.
John Broek, A. M .......... Holland, Mich...... Clergyman.
Berend W illiam Kleis* .... G r a n d  Rapids, Mich. [Student.]
Gerrit John Kollen, A. M ... Overyssel, Mich..... Teacher.
Francois S. Ledeboer.A. M.M.D. Holland, Mic h...... Physician.
Herman Henry Sch.aberg, Jr. .. Kalamazoo, M i c h... Merchant.
Gerrit Van De Kreeke, A. M. . Kalamazoo, M i c h... Clergyman.
W illiam Vissciier*......... Holland, Mich..... [Missy Student.]
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Name. Student Residence. Occupation.
• ‘ . 1885.
COUNELIS GaRDENIER........ .. Grand Rapids, Mich. U. S. Army.
Rinze Htma........... Teacher.
Clergyman.Evert Van Der Hart, A. M ... .. Pella, Iowa......
W illiam Van Putten, A. B... . Holland, Mich... Apothecary.
1868.
Henry Boer, A. M ......... .. Drenthe, Mich... Clergyman.
Peter De Bruyn. A. M ..... .. Holland, Mich.... Clergyman.
John Abraham De Spelder, A. M. EoUand, Mich.... Clergyman.
James Frederick Zwemer, A. M. .. Vriesland, Mich... Clergyman.
1807.
Sylvester Hill Brokaw, M. D. ... Pairview, l U...... Physician.
John Hofman, A. M ......... .. Overyssel, Mich.... Clergyman.
N icholas Neerken, A. M., (Rev.) . Graafschap, Mich__ Teacher.
Peter Daniel Schipperos, A. M. .. Chicago, III...... Student.
James Ten Eyck, a: M., LIj. B__ .. Fairvieto, 111...... Lawyer.
Arend Visscher, a . M., LL. B.. .. Holland, Mich.... Lawyer.
1808.
Anthony James Benjaminse... .. Zeeland, Mich..... Theol. student.
John Gilmore............. . Fairview, III...... Farmer.
James Hamilton........... . Saugatuck, Mich... Clergyman.
W alter Hellenthal *...... . Holland, Mich..... [Student.]
Peter Huyssoon........... . Eastmamille, Mich ... Student. .
Christopher M owry... '.... . Mendon, Mich..... Farmer.
Jacob Van Halterbn, A. B.... . Eastmanville, Mich ... Theol. student.
1869.
John Hoekje, A. B....... •.... . Overyssel, Mich.... Theol. student.
Hein Lankheet........... . Overyssel, Mich.... Teacher.
JosiAs M eulendyk, a . B...... ; Rochester, N. T ... Theol. student.
Helends Elizaus N ies, A. B... . Fillmore, Mich.... Theol. student.
-
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N ame. Student Residence. Occupation.
1870. .
Albert Broek. M D........ Physician.
C0KNELI8 Kriekaard, a . B... .. Kalamazoo, Mich.... Theol. student.
Robert B. D. Simonson, A. B__ .. Raritan, 111...... Teacher.
Evert Smits, A. B......... . Holland, Mich.... Teacher.
Gerrit John Van Dcren.... For merc’tile life.
Harm Van Der Ploeg, A. B__ Theol. student.
Jacob Anthony Smits...... Mechanic.
John. Vadpell........... For merc’tile life..
CORNELIS W aBEKE, A. B..... .. North Holland, Mich. Theol. student.
1871.
H enricus Baron, A. B...... .. Holland, Mich.... Teacher.
Lawrence Dykstra, A. B.... .. Grand Rapids, Mich. Theol. student.
Henry M artin FERRvf...... For apothecary.
Theodore Keming........ For inerc’tile life.
John Kolvoord........... .. Drenthe, Mich.... Teacher.
T110.MAS Kruyger......... For inerc’tile life.
W illiam Vernon Steele, A. B. .. Somerville, N. J .... . Law student.
John VENNE.MA ..'......... .. Holland, Mich.... For merc’tile life.
John Visscher, A. B....... .. Holland, Mich.... Teacher.
DODWE YNTEMAf . .'........ .. Vriesland, Mich... Bacc. student.
/ 1872.
Frederick Bakker........ .. Holland, Mich.... Theol. student.'
M atthew Kolyn.......... .. Zeeland, Mich.... Bacc. student.
Albert Augustus Ppanstiehl.. Bacc. student.
CoRNELis Van Oostenbrugge .. .. Thornton, 111..... Bacc. student.
Amb Vennema ........... .. Holland, Mich.... Teacher.
1873.
John Cornelis Groeneveld... .. Groningen, Neth... Bacc. student.
I.ambertus Hekhuis........ .. Holland, Jjlich.... Bacc. student.
Henry Kramers; M. D...... .. Drenthe, Mich.... Physician.
Albert Van Zoeren....... .. Vriesland, Mich__ Teacher;
Johannes Visscher....... .. Holland, Mich.... Bacc. student.
-
-
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N a m e . Student Residence. Occupation.
1874.
H enry Bo e r s .......... Bacc. student.
Colin ChisholmI....... Student.
Stephen Joh n H armelino Bacc. stiident.
Joh n H enry K leinhecksel Bacc. student.
RiO ZO TOQAWAf......... Merchant.
M elle V eenboer....... Med. student.
1875.
D irk John De Be y ...... Bacc; student.
Elias D e Sp e l d e r ..... Bacc. student.
H erman An d r e w  Fortdin Teacher.
Abel H. H dizen g a...... Teacher..
K oMAZE KiMORAf........ Bacc. student.
.Joh n M yer]...:....... Teacher.
G eorge N i e me y e r...... Bacc. student.
M otoitiro Ohgimi...... Bacc. student.
D irk Sc h o l t e n........ Bacc. student.
Ebenezer V an Den Berge| Student.
W alter Chisholm W alsh] ....  Holland, M k h ..... For merc’tile life.
i Certificate of partial course.
■ HONORAEY ALUMNI.
N a m e. Student Residence. Occupation.
Out of the many who were prevented from graduating, by failure of health, 
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GATALOGUE OF INSTRUCTORS.
R e v . PHILIP PHELPS, Jr ..




 R e v . p e t e r  J. OGGEL, A. M.,
Catechist and Teacher in Dutch........................... ... 1863 67
. R e v . T. R O M E Y N  BECK, A. M.,
Teacher in the Latin and Greek Languages................. .. 1863 67
R e v . CHARLES SCOTT, D. D.,
Teacher in History and Natural Philosophy................. .. 1866 70
• R e v. CORNELIUS E. CRISPELL, D. D.,
Teacher in Mathematics and Astronomy.................... ... 1866 67
. CORNELIS DOESBURG, A. M.,
Teacher in Modern Languages............................ ... 1866 ..
WILLIAM A. SHIELDS, A.M.,
General Tutor.........................................
Teacher in Rhetoric, English Grammar, etc.................
... 1867 71 
... 1871 ..
RICHARD PARSONS, A. B,,
General Tutor..................................... ... ... 1870 71
R e v . P ETER MOERDYK. A.M.,
Teacher in the Latin and Greek Languages................. ... 1871 73
GERRIT J. KOLLEN, A. M.,

















C A T A L O G U E  O F  S T U D E N T A S S I S T A N T S .
W illiam B. Gilmore...'................
W illiam A. Shields....................
Nathan D. W a r d ...................... ..........  1862 63
Albert T. Huizinga. ;...........'........
W illiam M oerdtk.....................
Peter M oerdtk.......... ............
Ale Buursma.........................
John Gilmore........................
Robert B. D. Simonson...................
JOSIAS M eulendtk.............'........ ... ;.....  1868 70
Harm Van Der Ploeg. .................... ... 1868 70 and 1874 ..
John Hoekje.......................... ... 1868 70 and 1875 ..
Evert Van Der Hart......... .........
■ John a. De Spelder.....................
Helenus E. Nibs................... ...
Nicholas Neerken...... .•..............












The preceding catalogue of Student Assistants illustrates the germ which is









P R I M A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N
O F  T H E  P R E P A R A T O K Y  D E P A R T M E N T .
[It is proposed to continue the primary basis of the preparatory department, 
with thq following course of study, if additional means can be secured for its 
support.] ■
C O U R S E  O F  S T U D Y .
First Y ear  I Glass.
Letters  Numbers  Spelling  Reading  Object Lessons  Singing  
Steigers Frcebels Kindergarten Occupations.
_ Second Y ear  H  Class.
Beading  Spelling  Writing  Drawing  Introductory Arithmetic  Ob
ject Lessons  Singing.
Third Y e a r  G Class.
Reading  Spelling Writing  Drawing  Geography  Primary Arithme
tic  Intellectual Arithmetic  Natural History (Birds) illustrated by colored 
stereoscopic views  Construction of Sentences. 
Fourth Y ear  F  Class.
Reading  Spelling  Geography  Oral Instruction in Elementary Astrono
my, illustrated by Magic Lantern Written Arithmetic  Intellectual Arith
metic  English Grammar  Composition  Penmanship.
Fifth Y e a r  E  Class.
Reading  Spelling English Grammar  Written Arithmetic  Intellect
ual Arithmetic  Geography and Map-Drawing  History and Chronology, 
illustrated by colored parallels  Composition  Declamation  Penmanship—  
Theory of Music.
— 
— — — — — — 
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P R I M A R Y  INSTRUCTION,
The first class in the Primary Foundation is named E, because when the 
Preparatory Department, or Grammar School, was organized, the beginning of 
the course of instruction at the point which initiates into D  year, was merely 
arbitrary  or rather it was from lack of sufficient teaching force to go lower in 
the scale; and the whole Institution has suffered till now for want of a scholas
tic E  year.
The natural and historical terminus a quo of the Hope College curriculum, is 
in the simplest object teaching and the alphabet. And its natural and histori
cal terminus ad quern, is first and specially in the highest theological branches, 
and then also in whatever parallel courses may be provided for by the liberality 
of individuals or churches. (See page 18 of Historical Sketch.)
Prom the historical sketch, page 22, the importance of the Primary branch 
for the development of the Normal department, is seen; and all the Holland 
communities especially, expecting as they do, teachers from the Institution, 
are interested in maintaining what might otherwise be deemed simply a local 
school.
The historical sketch shows, also, that the Primary Foundation is but the 
resumption of the work as it was begun by Elder Taylor, and as it was received 
by the General Synod in 1853.
HIGHER EDUC A T I O N  FOR GIRLS. ”
In connection with the Primary Department, which includes both boys and 
girls, the instruction of girls in higher branches has been conducted under the 
care of Mrs. Van Oliuda. since the Council has not yet completed arrangements 






B U I L D I N G S ,
With two exceptions, all the buildings in use are in the legal possession of 
the General Synod. The plat which the Synod owns, comprises two blocks 
with the intervening street as a legal portion, and including about fourteen 
acres.
On this there have been erected the following buildings: A four story brick 
hall, forty feet by fifty, containing apartments for the Presidents family, and 
dormitories for some of the students, together with rooms for other purposes; 
a Chapel (formerly the Gymnasium), sixty feet by thirty six ; a Laboratory, 
thirty six feet by sixteen; a Lecture building, seventy feet by twenty, divided 
into four apartments; a two story building, twenty feet by forty, with exten
sion, used for the Grammar- School; and another similar building, used for 
female and primary instruction.
All these, except the first, are plain, wooden structures, scarcely meeting 
the present wants. In addition to them, there is one of the early buildings 
used for a printing house, and a two story dwelling occupied as a Japanese 
Hall. •
LIBRARY, R E A DING ROOM, ETC.
Very many of the new books in the Library, including the latest edition of 
the Encyclopaedia Brittanica, have been presented by Elder Samuel B. Schief  










Interesting additions have been received through donations from Dr. Thomas 
De Witt, Chancellor Ferris, Rev. Charles Whitehead, Dr. J. H. Mason Knox, 
Elder Charles Van Wyck, Mrs. David Dyer, Mrs. Jonathan Sturges, Mrs. Maria 
Snyder, Rev. Herman Vedder, Mrs. Joseph A. Collier, Mrs. Morris K. Jesup, Rev. 
John S. Lott, Secretary Chandler, Vice President Ferry, Rev. Abraham J. Switz, 
Judge Williams, of Allegan, Judge Wells, of Kalamazoo, the Board of Health 
and the State Department of Michigan.
Of selections from libraries, among the most desirable, are miscellaneous 
pamphlets, bound or single. .
The nucleus of a collection of minerals, coins and curiosities for a Museum 
has been obtained ; and donations for such purpose will be welcomed. • 
Donations for the Library are labeled according to the distinct Department 
specified by the donor.
D E P A R T M E N T  OF PUBLICATION,
From the Printing House of the Institution, there is issued a weekly paper 
in the Hollandish language, called_ De Hope, with an editorial committee 
appointed by the Council, consisting of Rev. Roelof Pieters, Rev. Henry Uiter  
wyk and the Managing Editor, Prof. Cornelia Doesburg. It is an educational 
organ, and as it goes to many immigrant families in different States, and in 
the only language which they can well understand, its value is very great, 
both socially and ecclesiastically.
In this Department, the chief donor has been William A. Hall, Esq., of 
Hastings upon Hudson, N. Y., by whose liberal gift of nearly fourteen hun
dred dollars, a new and excellent printing press was secured after the great 





T H E  J A M E S  S U Y D A M  T R U S T .
In the diBCUBsion of the great social problem pertaining to the superintend
ence of education, it is frequently alleged that the Church is too narrow and 
partial in its views, to be intrusted with so great a responsibility. But when
ever any Church undertakes in earnest to supply men for its ministry, it finds 
a complete and far reaching work to be indispensable. •
One of the most important features of the School is apparent in the basis 
furnished through the munificence of Elder James Suydam. Although its 
relations are as yet only germinal, it may be added here, that since nothing 
ought ever to supersede the old classical course, so essential to mental culture 
and discipline, it would seem that, in the present advanced stage of knowl­
edge, the scientific course should be a post graduate, and not a parallel one.
And does not the present day appear to demand of the Church the same care 
in filling professorships of science, as in those of theology ?
T H E  H E L M E  F U N D .
The eminent donation of $4,000 on the part of William H. H. Moore, Esq., 
of New York city, has been invested in connection with the James Suydam 
Trust, in the manner approved by the donor, by whom the application of any 






S U P P O E T
G E N E R A L  SYNOD,
The General Synod, as the original and ultimate Trustee o£ the Whole 
School, has always taken measures for its support.
In June, 1855 (see Minutes, Vol. VIII, p. 581), it appropriated for the benefit 
of the Holland Academy, a surplus of two thousand dollars from the treasury 
of its Board of Education.  . •
In June, 1859, the Synod placed on its record the following expression. (See 
Minutes, Vol. IX, p. 435):
 The Holland Academy is now legally in possession of the Synod, as much 
so as the Theological Seminary; and it would, therefore, seem to be just that 
hereafter the teachers and professors should hold their appointment from the 
General Synod, and derive their support from its treasury.
In June, 1863, the Synod took action as follows. (See Minutes.Vol. X,p. 320.)
!■ T h e  title of the property is now confirmed by an act of the Legislature of 
Michigan, as vested in the General Synod for educational purposes. Hence 
arises the obligation of the Synod to provide means to meet all such expendi
tures as may become needful in the preservation and management of the 
property.
The future support of the A c a d e m y must claim the care of the General 
Synod; and, until it can be sustained by more permanent endowments, it must 
be supported by such adequate, though temporary expedients, as Synod may 
devise. ,
 It is proposed that, for the present, and until by endowment or otherwise, 
the Academy may be self sustaining, the principal, professors and teachers be 
provided for, by or through the Board of Education. .
In June, 1871 (see Minutes, Vol. XII, p. 319), the Synod authorized and recom
mended the Board of Education to continue its appropriations, and the Council 










The Board of Education was, by virtue of its appropriatifin for salaries, 
constituted by the General Synod, in 1833, the Supervisory Body, with the 
right of appointing the Principal and Teachers. It is now represented in the 
Council, by its Corresponding Secretary.
From its first payments to Mr. Taylor until the present, (twenty five years) 
the whole amount of its appropriation for salaries has been about fifty 
thousand dollars, and for the support of students in the School, aX>o\it fifteen 
thousand dollars. •
This amount has not been merely expended, but it remains a present living 
capital, not only in the consecrated lives of ministers of the Gospel and others 
but in a permanent Christian Institution, whose expansion and usefulness will 
be measured simply by the liberality of the Church. .
SCHOOL BOARD^
O f the Classes of H olland, W isconsin and G rand R iver.
This Board has appropriated about five thousand dpllars for contingent 
expenses, and about thirty five thousand dollars for the support of students.
The material for students among the Hollanders could not have been fur
nished without this organization, and its unspeakable usefulness will be just 





This fund comprises the contingent receipts and expenditures of the Insti
tution, and as pertaining to the treasury of the whole school, is under the 
supervision of the Council. From its origin, it has been too heavily burdened, 
and, but for the providential interposition of Elder James Suydam, in 1869, 
would have been overwhelmed with debt. His munificent donation of five 
thousand doilars in its behalf was duly reported to the Synod.
Its income is derived from the interest of endowment in the care of the 
Council, from student fees, and from contingent donations. 
Its expenditure is for salaries of teachers appointed by the Council  
traveling expenses of Council and committees  repairs and additions to the 
property of the General Synod  furniture  school requisites  rent  lights 
and fuel  interest  and sundries.
It is highly important that the permanent endowment be so increased that 
its accruing interest may be fully equal to all the ordinary needs of the Insti
tution, so as to keep the Contingent Fund out of debt.
REAL ESTATE,
The Council holds donations of real estate in trust for purposes approved 
by the General Synod.
No income is yet derived from this source, but it is placed among the means 
of support, because, if wisely managed, it will, in the end, be promotive of 









The following is the basis of the Plan for Endowment approved by all the 
Synods:  ■
The Scholarship op the General Synod, founded by a donation of 
$5,000, contributed for the purpose by James L. Schieffelin, Esq., of New York 
city.
The Scholarship op the Theological Seminary, founded by a donation 
of $2,500, contributed for the purpose by Samuel B. Schieffelin, Esq., of New 
York city.
The Scholarship op Rutgers College, founded by a donation of $2,500, 
contributed for the purpose by James Suydam, Esq., of New York city.
The Scholarship op the Particular Synod op New York, to be 
founded by a donation of $3,000.
The Scholarship op the Particular Synod op Albany, founded by a 
donation of $3,000. contributed for the purpose by Hon. Stephen Van Rensse
laer, of Albany, N. Y. _
The Scholarship op the Particular Synod op Chicago, to be founded 
by a donation of $3,000.
The Scholarship op the Particular Synod op Ne w Brunswick, to be 
founded by a donation of $3,000. ,
The Scholarship op the Board op Education, to be founded by a dona
tion of $2,000. '
The Scholarship op the Board op Domestic M issions, to be founded by 
a donation of $2,000.
The Thomas De W itt Scholarship op the Board op Foreign M issions, 
founded by a donation of $2,000, contributed for the purpose by Morris K. 
Jesup, Esq., of New York city. .





S C H O L A R S H I P S  O F  T H E  CLASSES.
There belongs to each Scholarship established by the payment of one thou
sand dollars, whether by a Classis, Church or person, the perpetual right of 
exemption of a student from tuition fees during the entire course. The suc
cession of incumbents of such scholarships will be maintained as far as practi
cable, and suitable reports will be rendered.
The following aggregate sums have been received on account of the Scholar
ships of the several Classes;
Clabsis of Albany, on account.....    $544 42
Arcot, complete........................  1,000 00
Bergen, on account......................  218 00
Bergen (South), complete..................  1,000 00
Cayuga, on account......................  1 00
Geneva, on account...............  219 33
Grand River, complete...................  1,000̂ 00
Greene, on account......................  120 00
Holland, complete......................  1,000 00
Hudson, on account..................    275 00
Illinois, on account......................  69 50
Kingston, on account..................... 918 55
Long Island (North), on account.............  85 50
Long Island (South), complete..............  1,000 00
M ichigan, on account.....................  262 03
M onmouth, on account....................  7 00
M ontgomery............... '.................
Newark, on account...................... 107 76
New Brunswick, on account................. 436 91
New York, on account....................  306 13




Philadelphia, on account.................  208 42
Poughkeepsie, on account.................  588 77
Raritan, on account...................... 855 17
Rensselaer, on account...................
Saratoga, on account....................
Schenectady, on account..................  205 00
Schoharie, on account....................  56 00
Ulster, on account......................  151 73
W estchester, on account..................  745 83












The Scholarship op the Amoy M ission in China, founded by 
donations in tbe Reformed Church of Saugerties, N. Y., during
the pastorate of Rev. Dr. John Gaston.....................  $1,000
The Scholarship op the Japan M ission, founded by donations of
individuals, amounting to...............................  1,000
The India M ission Scholarship is represented by the Classis of 
Arcot among the Scholarships of Classes.
• C H U R C H  SCHOLARSHIPS.
The Scholai<6hip op the Second Reformed Church, Albany, 
N. Y., founded by donation of individuals during the pastorate 
of Rev. Dr. Joachim Blmendorf ........................
There are also the nuclei of other Church Scholarships.
$1,000
• INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIPS.
The Theodore Frelinghuysen De W itt Scholarship..........  $1,000
The M orris K. Jesup Scholarship...........................  1,000
The W illiam Fe w  Scholarship.............................. 1,000
The A lbert Chrystie Scholarship...........................  1,000
The Mrs. M. Fe w  Tillotson Scholarship...................... 1,000
The Simon Scholarship............................  1,000
The Robert H. Pruyn Scholarship...........................  1,000
The M aurice E. V iele Scholarship..........................  1,000
The Samuel Sloan Scholarship.............................. 1,000
The W illiam Clark Scholarship............................  1,000
The Mrs. JuiiA Ballentine Scholarship...................... 1,000
-
T H E  H O LLAND SCHOLARSHIPS.
IN  T H E  C L A S S E S  O P  H O L L A N D ,  W I S C O N S I N  A N D  G R A N D  R I V E R
After deducting $3,000 for the three Classes as appears in the table of Classi
cal Scholarships, there remain more than fifteen thousand dollars to be dis
tributed into Holland Church Scholarships.
The Hollanders are also engaged in an Eben Ezer Memorial Endowment 
work for commemorating the principles of the immigration. This is to be de
voted exclusiveiy to the Preparatory Department of the Institution, and up
wards of thirty thousand dollars have been subscribed.
OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS.
The H o l l a n d  A c a d e m y  S c h o l a r s h i p ..... ................  $1,000
The nuclei of other Scholarships have been obtained to the amount of more 
than $5,000.
PROFESSORAL E N D O W M E N T .
There has been paid for the endowment of the Professorship of Didactic and 








C A L E N D A R .
Annual M eeting op Council began.... Wednesday .... June 16, 1875.
Annual Examination began ...... Wednesday . . June 16,1875.
Anniversary op the M eliphon Society ... Friday Ev’ng . June 18,1875.
Anniversary op the Fraternal Society .. Monday Ev’ng June 31,1875.
General Commencement............ Wedn’sd’y Ev’g, June 33, 1875.
Summer Vacation. •
General School Year began........ Wednesday . . Sept. 15, 1875.
Special M eeting op Council......... Tuesday... Nov. 30.1875.
First Term closed................ Wednesday . . Dec. 32,1875
Winter Vacation.
Second Term began............... Thursday... Jan. 6, 1876.
Second Term closed............... Wednesday . . April 5,1876.
■ Spring Vacation.
Third Term began................ Thursday... April 20,1876.
Regular Spring M eeting OP Council BEGAN, Wednesday . . April 26, 1876.
Examination op Senior Theological and
Academic Classes began........... Wednesday . . April 36,1876.
Annual M eeting op Council began ... Wednesday . . June 31, 1876.
Annual Examination began.......... Thursday... June 21, 1876.




The formative period of the Institution, as is shown by the appendix, extends 
from 1851 to 18G3, embracing three intervals of four years each.
First Interval, op the Formative Period.
During the first interval of four years (1851 55), under the prinoipalship of 
Elder W alter T. Taylor, except that the closing year was partly filled by an 
intermediate supply, the first Latin classes were begun, and a few youth were 
prepared for a collegiate course, who are now in the ministry. So devoted was
OMr. Taylor to his work that, at one time, in spite of the remonstrances of his 
physician, he taught his students from a bed of sickness, in order that there 
might be no delay in their preparation to enter the Freshman class of Rutgers 
College. ■ .
Second Interval op the Formative Period.
During the next four years (1855 59), under Rev. John V an V leck, the 
ecclesiastical germ was separated from civil relations  it having been adopted 
in form by the General Synod of the Reformed Church in 1853 a few stu
dents were carried beyond Freshman studies, and some theological instruction 
was given. Also, the foundation of permanent property was laid by the labors 
of Drs. V an E aalte and V an Vleck.
Notwithstanding the previous pioneer stage, the condition of the field was 
such that Mr. V an V leck had to begin almost entirely anew. He continued 
ill charge with excellent and permanent results, until his health, gave way 
before the difficulties of the enterprise.
Last Interval op the Formative Period.
The third and last interval of the formative period (1859 C3), under Rev. 
Philip Phelps, Jr., was marked by a rigid classification of the students, pre
paratory to the separation of distinct departments of instruction by the 
beginning of such steps as were requisite for making the school itself a com
plete institution instead of remaining simply a feeder to distant ones by 
the consequent formation of the first Freshman class : and by the i emoval of 












The organization dates from June. 18C3, when ou the approval of the Coile  
giate Department,  whieh had just been begun, and which is now known as the 
 Academic Department,  the General Synod established the first Board of 
Superintendents. 
This was the turning point in the history, for so far as the action of the Synod 
was concerned, it settled the question whether Holland in Michigan was to be 
an educational centre for the Reformed Cliurch. The Sj nod having first indi
rectly begun the Institutiqn, and having afterward directly adopted it and 
paid its expenses, now in due form entered on the responsibility of  assuming 
the charge of the Holland Academy.”
Those who are sufficiently interested in the progress of the enterprise to 
foliow the particulars, will find the most important comp ised in the historical 
sketch at the close of this appendix. The following general calendar is here 
subjoined:
G E N E R A L  CALENDAR.
PinsT B o a r d  of Su p e r i n t e n d e n t s  A p p o i n t e d ,...........• June, 180.3
B asis o p E n d o w m e n t  l a i d in act ion o p Sy n o d ,.............  Juue, 1803
F irst Class G r a d u a t e d  PROM P r e p a r a t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,....July, 1803
D e p a r t m e n t  OP P ub l icati on B e g u n ,.....................  Sept., 1803
E n d o w m e n t  B asis E x t e n d e d ............................  June, 1804
P l a n  p o r E n d o w m e n t  A d o p t e d ,..........................  June, 1805
F irst C a t a l o g u e  Is s u e d................................  Oct., 1805
B o a r d  o f Su p e r i n t e n d e n t s  In c o r p o r a t e d  as C o u n c i l....... May, 1800
F irst Class G r a d u a t e d  f r o m  A c a d e m i c  D e p a r t m e n t.......  July, 1800
T h e o l o g i c a l  Ins t ructi on B e g u n .........................  Sept., 1800
Scientific B asis L a i d,.................................. Deo., 1807
Spe c i a l R e p o r t  o p Cou n c i l t o Sy n o d .....................  June, 1808
T h e o l o g i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  E s t a b l i s h e d...................  June, 1809
F irst Class G r a d u a t e d  p r o m  T h e o l o g i c a l D e p a r t m e n t ,.... June, 1809
A m e n d e d  Constitution of t h e  C o l l e g e  A d o p t e d ,.......... June, 1871








CATALOGUE OF THE PIONEER SCHOOL.
P E I N C I P A L S .
. „ ■ Time opName. . Service.
W A L T E R  T. T A Y L O R * ..................................  ISol Si
Rev. F. P. B E ^ & E R  pro tem............................ 1854 55
• ASSISTANTS.
H U G H  W O O D R U F F  T A Y L O R ............................. 1851 54
M iss M A R G A R E T  W. TAYLOR* ..............•......... 1851 .53
M iss A N N A  B. T A Y L O R............................  1851 54
/ A L U M N I .  (') .
Name. Student Residence. Occupation.
■ 1854.
CnitiSTiAN V an Der V een, A. M.  (Rev.)__  Holland, Mich Clergyman.
Jacob V an D er M eulen, A. M. .........  Zedand,Mich___Clergyman,
Edward H enry Courtney Taylor ..... Holland, Mich Secretary.
John M okkelenkatk *................. Holland, Mich.... Farmer.
• 1855.











70 H O P E  COLLEGE.
T H E  H O L L A N D  A C A D E M Y 999
BEING T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  OF T H E  GERMINAL PIONEER SCHOOL
AS RECEIVED BY  T H E  G E N E R A L  SYNOD, R. C. A., UNTIL
, ORGANIZATION INTO DEPARTMENTS.
P R I N C I P A L S .
Nam e. Time of Service.
R e v. JOHN V A N  VLECK. A. M» ...................... ....  1855 59
R e v . PHILIP PHELPS, Jr ....  1859 OS
\
P R O F E S S O R S .
A B R A H A M  THOMPSON. A. B . ...... ................ ..:... 1857 58
R e v . GILES V A N  D E  WALL, A. M.................... ....  1858 61
S T U D E N T  TUTORS. 
JOHN H. K A R S T E N  .... ....  1857 58
N A T H A N  D. W A R D ...
WILLIAM B. GILMORE . ....  1801 03
WILLIAM A. SHIELDS..
A L U M N I .  •
....  1801 03
N ame. Student Residence. Occupation.
• 1857.
A drian Zw e m e r *....... Clergyman.
G errit Jo h n  N y k e r k ®. ... Clergyman.
Jo h n  V a n  D e Ldtster  * ..........Holland, Mich....... [Clergyman.]
■ 1858.
R oelop P ieters ...... . Clergyman.
Jo h n  H arm e n s K arsten, A. M.* __ Vriesland, M i c h ..... Clergyman.
E gbe r t W inter, A. M.® .. Clergyman.














■ Name. Student Residence. Occupation.
1850.
Hendrik W ilhelmds Brandt' .... Arnhem, Netherlands Clergyman.
Barent Van Her Las®...... Clergyman.
Dirk Broek, A. M.®........ Clergyman.
Louis Henri Bahler, A. M.® ... .. Meppel, Netherlands..Clergyman.
Peter De Pree, A. M.®...... Clergyman.
Peter Lepeutak, A. M.®..... Clergyman.
W illiam Henry Van Fleet® .. Farmer.
1860.
JLvnnes K iekintveld, a . M.®. .. Clergyman.
Adrian Kriekaard, A. M.®... ... Nieuwdorp, Netherl’ds, Clergyman.
Englebert Christiaan Oggel, A.M.® Grand Haven, Mich .. Clergyman.
Henry Hiterwyk, A. M.®.... ... Holland, Mich..... Clergyman.
Arend Van Der Veen, M. D.'.. Physician. .
1861.
John W illiam W arnshuis, A. M.' Olymer, N. T ..... Clergyman.
Adrian W estveer, A. M.‘... Clergyman.
Henry Jasies Brown, Jr.' ... Gardener.
IWAN Ottacar Bahler*®... [Teacher.]
Eugene Strong®........... .. Constantine, Mich__ Teacher.
M artin Van Den Berg* " ... [Student.]
Jacob Van Der Veen®...... Apothecary.




Ale Buursma, A. M.'®...... Clergyman.
Gerrit Dangremond, A. M. ®... Clergyman.
W illiam Brokaw Gilmore, A. M, ® Fairvieio, H I ....... •Clergyman.
W illiam M oerdyk, A. M. ®... Clergyman.
Peter Moerdyk, A. M. ®...... Clergyman.
Henry Peter Oggel, M. D.'®...... Pdla, I o w a...... Physician.
W illiam Altamont Shields, A. M. ® Fairview, 111...... Teacher.
John W illiam Tb W inkel, A. M.'® Clymer,N. T ..... Clergyman.
Nathan Dexter W ard '®... Merchant.
H arm W oltman, A. M.* ®... [Clergyman.]
W illiam Goetchius Ledeboer* '® Holland, Mi c h..... [In Vol. Army.]
John Robert Putz*®...... [Teacher.]









When the Academy was received by the General Synod in 1853, it included 
pupils of both sexes,  most of whom were pursuing primary studies. But 
Latin classes had been begun by Mr. Taylor, preparatory for a college course.
During the principalship of Mr. Van Vleck, the continued extension of the 
course of study, led to the practical suspension of primary instruction, and the 
domestic arrangements initiated with the erection of a building, occasioned 
the exclusion of girls from the advantages of the Institution.
It has been impracticable to prepare, any record of early primary or female 
graduates. In fact, there were literally no graduates of any kind, for there 
was but little opportunity for classification. But the preceding lists on pages 
60, 61 and 62 embrace those who may, in a modified sense, he styled alumni 
of the School in its germinal stages, until distinct departments began to be 
developed in 1863.
The following is the explanation of the numerical references in the list of 
alumni;
1 denotes. Entered Freshman class of Rutgers College.
3  Entered Sophomore class of Rutgers College.
3  Entered Junior class of Rutgers College.
4  Entered Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, N. J.
5  Received dispensation from the General Synod in order to be
licensed by the Classis of Holland. . .
■ 6  Entered German Presbyterian Theological School.
7  Suspended his course of study.
8  Relinquished his studies.
9  Left course of study for teaching.
10  Left course of study for U. S. Volunteer Army. ,
11  Died during course of study  candidate for ministry.














OF T H E  GERMINAL SCHOOL  H O L L A N D  ACADEMY.
1857.
The first formal examination of the Holland Academy was held July 16, 
1857, and was attended by Rev. J. M. Ferris and Rev. C. Van Der M edlen, 
Commissioners appointed by the Particular Synod of Chicago. Their report 
is found in the Minutes of that Synod for April, 1858, p. 13.
1858. .
No examination was held in consequence of the dismissal of the students, 
occasioned by general illness.
1859.
The examination was attended by Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, D. D., as one of 
the Commissioners of the Synod of Chicago, and the report is found in the 
Minutes of May, 1860, p. 16.
1860.
The examination was attended by Rev. W illiam Bailey and Rev. John
M. W agner, Cornmissioners of the Synod of Chicago, and their report is
found in the Minutes of May, 1861, p. 17. 
1861. ' '
The examination was attended by Rev. J. M. Ferris, one of the Commis
sioners of the Synod of Chicago, and the report is found in the Minutes for 
May, 1863, p. 17. 1862. ■
The examination was attended by Revs.  J. S. Joralmon, J. H. K ershow, 
P. J. Oggel and Elder D. Gilmore, Commissioners of the Synod of Chicago, 
and the report appears in the Minutes of May, 1863, p. 8. •
■ 1863.
Previous to the annual examination, June 24 and 25, the oflfice of Commis
sioners had been  merged into the higher form of a Board of Superintendents  
appointed by the General Synod, the Holland Academy having received a 
 Collegiate Department.  But all the Commissioners attended, namely. Rev
N. D. W illiamson, Rev. S. J. Rogers and Elder L. S. V iele, and the final 
report appears in the Minutes of the Synod of Chicago for May, 1864, p. 13.
Thus, in 1863, the General Synod released the Holland Academy from its 
historical relations to. Rutgers College, permitting it to retain its students for 
its own  Collegiate Department;  and afterward in 1866, and 1869, the Synod 
still farther released the Institution from its relations to the Theological Semi










S U M M A R Y
G E A M M A K S C H O O L  G E A D U A T E S .
The three departments, Theological, Academic and Preparatory, were virtu
ally embraced in the Holland Academy as a germinal school under the foster
ing care of tlie General Synod. . .
Until 1862,however, it was in actual development a Preparatory School. Com
bining, therefore, its graduates witli tlie alumni of the Preparatory Depart
ment of Hope College, and the following is tlie summary. Of the whole 
number, not one in ten would ever have liad any facilities for more than the 
mere rudiments of education, but for this providential school.
The preparatory classes have usually been at least double the number grad
uated. Only those are recorded whose final examination was sustained..




Editor.................. •............................ 1 .
Theological students...............................  9 ̂
Undergraduate students preparing for the ministry..........  8
Other undergraduate students...........................  8
Other students.......................;.......... .....  7
Deceased............................................  13
All others...........................................  33
Total number.................................   140
R B W K R K N C B S .  *
* (Throughout the circular).......... .. Deceased.
f (Alumni of Acad, and Prep. Departments). Partial Course.
t (Alumni of Academic Department)....... A. B. Honorary.












H o p e  C o l l e g e  is emphaticaiiy the chiid of P r o v i d e n c e  a n d  of t he K e f o r m e d  
C h u r c h  in A m e r i c a ,  as appears f r o m  the following sketch, in w h i c h  a  f e w  related 
facta are incidentally noticed in their order: 
T H E  P R E L I M I N A R Y  ACTION OP  T H E  G E N E R A L  SYNOD.
Among the formal propositions submitted to the General Synod at different 
times for the planting of schools in the State of New York, as auxiliary to the 
New Brunswick course, we find a suggestion of much broader reach. For to 
the Synod of June, 18.36, there came a request from the Classis of Schoharie 
on the subject of establishing a theological seminary, a college, and a prepani  
tory school in the valley of the Mississippi.
R E S P O N S E  T O  O V E R T U R E  F R O M  T H E  CLASSIS O F  S C H O H A R I E .
In answer to the considerations and resolutions of the Classis of Schoharie 
in favor of establishing literary and theological institutions in the valley of 
the Mississippi,  the Committee on Education (Rev. G e o r g e  W. B e t h u n e , 
D. D., Chairman) reported the following, which was adopted by the Synod: 
(See Minutes of Synod, Vol. IV, pp. 493, 503.) •
•• Tlesolved, That a Commission of two persons be appointed by the Board of 
Missions of the General Synod to visit the Western States and the Territory of 
Michigan, and report on the expediency of establishing missionary stations for 
the benefit of those formerly connected with our Church and of their chiklr. . 
S Y N O D I C A L  S E R M O N  O F  R E V .  J A M E S  B O M B Y N .  
The following is from a  sermon of the late .Ta m e s  R o m e y n , preached in the 
old Franklin Street Church, New York city, before the General Synod, June 1, 
1842, on the oooasioii of his retiring from the presidency of that Body:,
There are two points of policy whose establishment seems desirable: First. 
That our Church devise some method fpr training, under her own influence. 
vestem young m e n  for the western service, and secure educational influence there. 
This could be aooomplished by the institution of an Academy of high grade, 
somewhere near the head of the Valley. The expenditure involved would be 
small and its success almost matter of certainty, amid the crying wants of the 
country for good schools. To attempt it, would be worthy of a Church whose 
principles on the subject of a competent ministry, whose love of truth and order 
and steadfastness, and whose pecuniary liberality have rendered her a praise.
 Second. That the iiitroduotioii of our Church at the west should not be left 
solely or mainly to individual exertion, or enterprise, or convenience, or inter
est, or sense of duty, but that the Synod adopt a plan, flx ou stations, pledge the 
means, select the men. cull them in the n a m e  of the great H e a d  of the Church, as 
she does her theological professors, flx them as the leaders of her hosts and the 
representatives of lier principles, and thus pour troops into a battle fleld where 
8 0  much depends ou the issue. Let western young men, trained in elementary 
studies, as before suggested, have a dispensation to prosecute theological studies 















so that we may mutually and profitably form an acquaintance, and lay the foun
dation for future action in mutual confidence and esteem.  .
C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  A P P E A L  F R O M  T H E  W E S T .
Ill Juno, 1843, the special attention of the General Synod was directed by their 
missionaries to the importance of Christian education at the West.  At that 
time, our Denomination numbered seven churches and seven ministers at the 
West, comprising the Classes of Illinois and Michigan, both formed in 1841. 
The first Reformed Church at the West, had been organized in 1837 at Fair  
view, 111., by a colony from the bounds of the old Classis of New Brunswick.
The Synod, while deeming that the Church was not yet  prepared for any 
great measures toward establishing colleges and seminaries at the West,  took 
the following action (Rev. G eorge H. Fisher, D.D., Chairman):
 Resolved, That this Synod do earnestly recommend to their missionaries and 
churches in the West to exert their influence toward creating and sustaining 
schools of a superior grade, in which the object shall be kept constantly in view, 
besides the advantages of a good or thorough education, to inculcate the prin
ciples of pure morality and sound religion.  See Minutes, Vol. VI, p. 232.
N E W  M O T I V E  F R O M  T H E  H O L L A N D  I M M I G R A T I O N .
The attention of the Synod having been called anew (1847)  to the weighty 
auxiliary influence of schools and Christian education in evangelizing the 
West,  a fresh motive was presented as follows (See Minutes, Vol. VII, p. 191):
 Added to all the claims advanced by patriotism, by humanity, by religion, 
we have an appeal to our affections and sympathies, based on endearing affini
ties. A  iiew body of Pilgrims has reached our shores from Holland, the land 
of our fathers, and the shelter in ages gone by, to outcasts by persecution. The 
movement will not lose on the score of its moral grandeur, by comparison with 
any associated act of emigration in the history of our country,  etc.
In the same report, presented by Rev. James R o m e y n, occurs the following 
prophetic sentence;  The establishment of a high school at some commanding 
point would hardly fail to prove eventually the germ of something important.
_ R E P O R T  O N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  T H E  C H U R C H .
The next important link is found in a Report made to the General Synod in 
1848, by a Special Committee on the state of the Church, consisting of Rev. 
.Tames R omeyn, Chairman. Rev. Thomas D e W itt, D. D., Rev. John Gar- 
RKTSON, Rev. G eorge W. B ethunb, D. D., and Rev. Thos. M. Strong, D. D., 
together with the Elders W illiam B. pROSBY, Tednis V an V eohten, G eorge 
Zabriskie and Thomas C. D oremds. In relation to Church extension, the 
Committee thus speak (See Minutes of Synod, Vol. VII, pp. 307, 311):
It is worthy of consideration, whether we could not, more certainly, eco
nomically, and speedily attain our end.by planting a scion from our Church, at 
the \Veat forming, in other words, ah organization there, in a form and size 
that will make our Church plainly seen and beneflcially felt. [This has been 
since met by the establishing of che Particular Synod of Chicago, and hero 
note the eminent importance of mnlntainiiig the Chicago church.] Let an 
institution of high order for olassioal and theological instruction, under our 
J patronage ns long as necessary, and at first under our control also, be estab
lished. Let, at least, two men be commissioned to condnot the Theological 
Department, and let there be, if iieoeasaiw, a requisition, that one year i the 
closing one of the course  be spent at New Brunswick. This will give a 
center of operation there, and will create an interest. The Church will be 























established character. Instead of inquiries about ns» we will be seen and read 
in our doctrines and usages; and a foundation will thus be laid for the exten
sion of our principles of truth and order. This conception has long occvpied 
sevevid leading mindly and is here set forth for the solemn deliberate considera
tion of Synod, at this crisis of our operations.
R E F E R E N C E  T O  T H E  B O A R D  O F  D O M E S T I C  MISSIONS.
In September. 1848, the preceding suggestions were referred to the Board of 
Domestic Missions, as follows* (See Minutes of Synod. Vol, VII, p. 427.)
 Resolvedy That the portion of the report of the Committee ou the state of 
the Church which refers to the establishment of Literary and Theological Insti
tutions in the West, be referred to the Board of Missions, to report to the next 
Synod from such light as their correspondence enables them to obtain, as to its 
practicability and all such details as may enable the Synod to act on it
* That the Board of Missions be recommended to give especial atten
tion to the wants of the Protestant Hollanders, with a view to bringing them 
into connection with our own Church, upon which, on account of their origin, 
they have greater claims than upon any Denomination in our laud, and to which 
they are most nearly assimilated.
P R O G K E S S  r e p o r t e d  T O  T H E  S Y N O D .  ■
To the General Synod, in June, 1849, the Board of Missions reported as fol
lows : (See printed report, p. 14.)
inasmuch as from the correspondence of this Board nothing has been elicited 
respecting this subject, we are not therefore prepared at present to make any 
report on the same to General Synod.
Meanwhile, an official visit had been made to the Holland Colony, in Miohi  
gaii, in relation to eoolesiastioal interests in general, by Rev. Dr. Isaac N. 
W yckoff, who had been duly commissioned for the purpose, aud a report was 
sent to the Synod in Juue. 1850. See Minutes, Vol. VIII, p. 97.
T H E  PIONEER SCHOOL IS BEGUN.
It has been seen that the question of Christian education at the West, rested 
with the Board of Domestic Missions, for it was vitally associated with Church 
extension. In August, 1850, Rev. Dr. Jo h n G abretson, who, the previous year, 
had been appointed Correspond ing Secretary of the Board, made an official visit 
to the Holland colony in Michigan, aud had an interview with Rev. Dr. A. C. 
V an R aalte in regard to the educational needs which .had been felt to exist
there. • _
The late Rev. D avid M oN eish, then stationed at South Bend, Indiana, and 
Rev. J. H. Sheffield, his predecessor at that place, aooompauied Dr. Gar-
B E T S O N .  • • .
t h e  H O L L A N D  C O L O N Y  I N  M I C H I G A N .
The Holland colony had been planted in Ottawa and adjoining counties of 
Michigan, mainly through the agency of Rev. A. C.Va n B aalte, who selected the 












of the enterprise. There were, however, connections at different parts of the West 
for different immigrant churches, under different leaders, had come at intervals 
of time, though under similar circumstances. Their attachment to Christian 
truth, aud their adherence to the.forms and doctrines so long maintained in 
their purity in this land, naturally drew forth the sympathies of the Reformed 
Church. At the same time, the colonists had wants to be supplied, and espe
cially moral ones. Educated ministers, who could preach both in English and 
Dutch, were needed for the perpetuation of their churches. Suitable teachers 
were essential for the proper training of the rising generation.
These needs were keenly felt by Dr. V an R aaltg. But amid the poverty 
aud depression attending the new settlement, the only step which could be 
taken for the realization of the educational purposes which had been enter
tained bef(u*e their expatriation, was the formation of a few district schools in 
which but little progress could be made on account of difficulties of language.
Here, then, was a providential field exactly suited to the missionary spirit of 
the G eueral Synod, as expressed in its resolution already quoted. And where 
else could be found a spot more inviting to philanthropic labors, though 
attended with peculiar sacrifices, or better adapted for the building up not 
of worldly, but of Christian institutions.
S E C R E T A R Y  G A R R E T S O N S P L A N .  *
On his return to the East, Dr. G arretson drew up a plan of a High School 
among the Hollanders in Ottawa county, Michigan, and vicinity, whose object 
should be to prepare sous of the colonists from Holland to be educated in 
Rutgers College, and also to educate daughters of said colonists,  etc., etc. The 
Principal was  to report to a committee consisting of the President of Rutgers 
College; the Senior Professor in our Theological Seminary; the Rev. Thomas 
D eW itt, D. D., of New York; and the Rev. Isaac N. W yckoff, D. D.,of 
Alb.aiiy;  to which committee was afterward added Secretary G arretson.
Certificates and subscriptions to the plan were obtained by Dr. G arretson, 
on the express conditioii that five acres of land shall be procured by gift or 
otherwise, to be located in the town of Holland for the use aud purpose of an 
Academy, and as soon as funds can be obtained for that purpose, suitable build
ings shall be erected on said land.  In accordance with this, a plot of five acres 
was donated by Dr. Van R aalte. Even months of labor were devoted by Dr. 
G arretson to the enterprise at this early stage.
At the same time, it needed all the influence and energy of Dr. V a;x R aalte 
to inspire his fellow colonists with faith in the enterprise. The idea of start
ing an English High School in a wilderness, among a people ignorant of the 
language, and at times struggling for a bare subsistence!
A P P 0 I N T 3 I E N T  O P  E L D E R  W .  T. T A Y L O R .
Under the above arrangement, the late AValter T, Taylor, then an Elder 
ill the Reformed Dutch Church of Geneva, N. Y., and proprietor of a flourish
ing Institution there, having been appointed to take charge of the school, 
began his work in October, 1851. Assisted by his son and two daugliters, he 
labored at Holland nearly three years, amid many disappointments and trials; 















Thus the school was beguu by the official exertions of Secretary G arretson, 
the representative care of Dom. V an R aalte, and the didaotio labors of 
Elder Tay lo r.
F I R S T  R E P O R T .
The first report of the school was forwarded by Mr. Taylor, and was 
embodied in a statement prepared by Dr. G arretson, on behalf of the Com
mittee already mentioned, which statement according to the plan of the school, 
was communicated to the General Synod, through the Board of Education. 
The following is an extract from the report:
 The Principal would not exaggerate the difficulties of his appointed task 
(without this they are neither few nor small), lest he might seem as one pre
paring ail excuse for his own want of skill or diligence in the performance of 
his work. He expects discouragements, but does not yield to despondency; 
and hopes and prays that the lowering seed time maybe followed by a rich and 
sunny harvest.  ^
To this report was appended a commuiiioation by Dr. V an R aalte in which 
he says concerning the school: This is m y  anchor of hope for this people in 
the future.  
C H A R A C T E R  O F  T H E  S C H O O L .
When Mr. Taylor entered ou his work in October, 1851, the only school in 
the place, was the ordinary one of the district; and of this, as his report shows, 
he took charge. He states that he  had to begin at the beginning,  for there 
were  hardly six that knew the multiplication table.  In this school he 
formed his first Latin class, which, to use his own expression, became  quite 
eminent” in proficiency.
Thus the Institution in reality comprised two branches; the one, a district 
school begun by the residents of Holland under the system of the State; the 
other, the germ of an eoolesiastioal academy, which, in addition to the arrange
ments included in Dr. G arretson’s plan, had been praotioally under a super
vision exercised by the Classis of Holland ithat Classis being then the only one 
to represent the immigration) as appears from the following extract from the 
Minutes of Synod for Juue, 1852, Vol. VIII, p. 207.
 Eavor.ible mention [in the report of the Board of Education] is also made 
of the High School or Academy established among the Holland brethren in 
Ottawa county, Michigan, aud under the superintendence of the Classis of 
Holland in that State.  _
Such two fold relation naturally arose from the peculiar features of the 
settlement. The people had grown up under forms in which the authority of 
Church and State was oombiiied in reference to education. In their Heidelberg 
catechism, they had learned that thO fourth oommaudmeut requires  that the 
ministry of the Gospel and the schools be maintained;  aud having full liberty 
to teacli their own doctrinal standards and observe their own religious holidays 
in their local school at Holland, they did not make close theoretical (tisorimi  
natioiis. Besides, the place of instruction was. dui;ing a part of the time, in a 
building owned by the only church then existing in the locality. Thus the 
semi parochial school even before its reception by the General Synod, was 
the result of the Synod’s action in connection with its Board of Missions. 
Among the chief donors at this period, we find the names of A b r a h a m 'Van 
N est, M yndert V an Schaick, James So y d a m , Sa m u e l B. Schieffelin, 





















ADOPTION B Y  T H E  G E N E R A L  SYNOD. .
Ill June, 1853, the previous plan was superseded in most of its details by the 
formal action ot the General Synod, which, on the special application of Secre  
tai y G arretson, aiid for important reasons assigned by him (see Minutes of 
Synod for Juiie, 1853, Vol. VIII, p. 3G3), took the field under its care and com
mitted it to the Board of Education. This was necessary in order to save so 
important a germinal enterprise, for, notwithstanding Dr. Garretson’s effoi ts, 
there was a considerable arrearage for salary to Mr. Taylor aud his assistants, 
which was paid by the Synod. See Minutes for June, 1854, Vol. VIII, p. 457.
M O T I V E S  O E  T H E  S Y N O D .
One of the leading iufiuences that actuated the Synod, was its regard forpn  
mary instruction, aud its satisfaction in having found a field̂ favorable for such 
object. This is evident from the fact that having just received the muiiiflceut 
sura of seven thousand dollars from Elder Sam de l B. Schieffelin for primary 
instruction, and deeming it then impracticable to found parochial schools in 
old settled communities, the Synod recomraeiided the Holland Institution to 
Mr. ScHiBFFELiN scaroas coming within the terms and spirit ot his donation.  
See Minutes, Vol. VIII, p. 362. But Elder Schieffelin, justly believing that 
the principle included in his gift was worth more than any single exeraplifica  
tioii of it, left the foundation in the hands of the Synod, and afterward largely 
increased it, while, at the same time, he has been, till this day, one of the most 
constant friends and liberal benefactors of the pioneer school of Hope.
All additional reason was to make a happy beginning in doing a work 
through their Board of Education, which appropriately belongs to it.  The 
Board immediately began to feel new life, and till this day is sensible of the 
invigorating infiuence. A  fresh object for the rallying of contributions to its 
treasury was furnished, and an aggregate of fifty thousand dollars, has since 
been voted by the Board for the maintenance of the enterprise. This amount 
has not been merely expended, but the progress of the Institution renders it 
virtually a present living capital.
Still another incentive was that  the Holland brethren might be inspired 
with confidenoe in the Church with which they had become connected,  and 
might be aided in their  earnest de sire to promote the cause of education 
among themselves.  Thus encouraged, the Holland churches have ever since 
been led to make the noblest efforts for the supply of students and for subse
quent endowments.
A  remaining argument was suggested, viz., to place the undertaking  in a 
position in which it should not depend for its support and continuance upon 
the uncertain life of a single individual.  This referred at the East to the 
labors of Dr. Garretson, aiid at the West to those of Dr. V an R aalte among 
the Hollanders. .
■ method of administration.
In June, 1854, the General Synod, on learning that Mr. Taylor wished to 
relinquish his engagement, changed its method of administration as follows:
_ Resolved, That the Boards of Education and Domestic Missions be 



















Holland that a minister of our Church may be selected, competent at once to 
preach the Gospel aud conduct the instruction of the Academy, and that he 
be supported by the joint ooutributioiis of the two Boards.  See Minutes, 
vol. V m ,  p. 458.
The labors of the first Principal had resulted in introducing higher branches 
and preparing several candidates for the ministry to enter the Freshman class 
of Rutgers College, who, after the seven years full course, were duly ordained.
appointment of rev. JOHN VAN VLECK.
After an interval during which, service both in teaching and preaching had 
been rendered by Rev. F. P. Beidler, the previous action of the Synod was 
carried into effect by the appointment of Rev. John Van Vleck, ou his gradua
tion from the Tlieological Seminary at New Brunswick in .July, 1855.
Prof. V an V leck brought to his work ahigh order of gifts, with great enthu
siasm ; and his labors, which were continued nearly four years, were varied 
and arduous.
separation op the ecclesiastical g e r m. .
The beginning of Mr. V an V leck’s course was marked by an important step. 
In order to prevent future complications in a church community which was 
rapidly becoming assimilated to our national institutions  (see Minutes of 
Synod, vol. VIIT, p. 361), it became necessary to distinguish between the two 
elements which have been mentioned as comprising the school. The ecclesias
tical germ alone had very properly been reported to the Synod in June, 1855,, as 
follows; •
 From a paper submitted to the Sĵ iiod by the Rev. Mr. Cornelis V an D er M eulen, the Committee on Education learn that eighteen students, two of 
whom are girls, are pursuing their studies in the Holland Academy. It is 
believ ed that this whole number are pious.  See Minutes, vol. VIII, p. 581.
This number appears to have represented the force with which Mr. V an 
V leck began, though for a little while he continued to devote some attention 
to the remaining branch.
The separation, though unavoidable, was attended with some serious disad
vantages. For the opportunity was delayed, of carrying into effect the church 
theory of Christian educ.ation as comprising aU ages aud both sexes  and that 
too in a field peculiarly adapted to the purpose. For a time the principle was 
maintained by Dr. V an’R aalte by means of a parochial school: but how could 
such a fragment be preserved with a civil institution on one side and an eccle
siastical on the other? ■
However, since it was the right of the Hollanders as American citizens to 
share in the benefits of the common school system, aud to help in its mainte
nance. it was well to have had at so early a stage in their educational history the 
excellent services of Prof. Taylor.
GENERAL WESTERN SUPERVISION. ‘
The introduction of an appropriate general supervision, on the part of the 
West, had been foreshadowed by the following action of the General Synod 
in Octobei, 1855: See Minutes, Vol. IX, p. 17.
From the consideration of the distance and the expense of the journey to 
New .Tersey, to appear before the Board of Superintendents. Resolved, that 
















V an R aalte, of the Classis of Holland, be a committee to conduct the exami
nation of such students for the ministry as are under the care of the Classis of 
Holland.
Hence the Particular Synod of Chicago having been formed in September, 1850, 
it resolved, in April, 1857, to appoint acommittee, consisting of a minister and 
an elder from each Classis to attend the annual examination aud report to the 
Synod,  and this was continued until the establishment of the present Board 
of Superintendents or Council in 1863. This, however, was distinct from the 
annual report which the Principal was required to send to the Board of Edu
cation. , .
At the same meeting of the Chicago Synod (April 29th and 30th, 1857), a com
mittee was appointed consisting of Revs. A. C. V an R aalte, John V an 
V leck and P. J. O ggel, to issue a circular concerning the condition and 
wants of the Academy at Holland.  Such circular was accordingly published 
 mainly [as the circular avers] for the purpose of calling attention to the fhet  
that the friends and supporters of the School think the time has come for 
them to seek to extend to Americans, as well as to Hollanders, the advantages 
which the School offers.   Without regard, therefore, to national distinctions 
 nay with the view to the obliteration of all such distinctions  it is proposed 
to sustain and enlarge the Institution for the following purposes:  First,  to 
train young men aud women for the responsible office of teachers.  Second, 
the training of young men for tho ministry.  Third, to prepare mission
aries for the foreign field.  . ■
. the first building. •
Up to 1857, there had been no property but the five acre lot in its wilderness  
state. But on the separation of the ecclesiastical germ in 1855, and the acces
sion of students from distant places, a building seemed indispensable. Where
upon the General Synod, being convinced of the desirableness of such an edifice, 
recommended Dr. V an R aalte, in his efforts to collect funds for the purpose, 
and authorized the placing of the title either in a Classical committee approved 
by the Particular Synod of Chicago to regulate and manage tho affairs of the 
Holland Academy,  or in  the Board of Corporation of the General Synod.  
See Minutes for .Tune, 1857, Vol. IX, p. 197. The Synod of Chicago not having 
taken action with reference to such committee, the property was deeded to the 
General Synod, under whose auspices, the school had been founded.
The moneys for the building and for some subsequent additions to the prop
erty in 1859, amounting in the aggregate to about S12.C00, were chiefiy collected 
by Dr. V an R aalte at the East, with much labor, on three separate tours made 
tor that purpose. Mr. V an V leck personally directed the work of construc
tion in every particular, and devoted to it and to the rest ot the property, agreat 
deal of care. With some alterations, it yet remains the chief edifice, though, 
of course, entirely inadequate for the growth.
OFFICIAL VISIT OF SECBETAHY CORNELL. ’
111 adopting the school, the Synod had not committed itself to Holland as an 
educational centre, that is, for departments higher than the preparatory , 
temporary aid had been provided, aud it was at the time  expected that at the 
end of five years the school would become a self sustaining one.  See Minutes, 





























tion of national distinctions were both needed for a good academy at Holland; 
but to flx on this spot for the realization of those desires which had been enter
tained previous to the coming of the colonists, and that, too, in spite of what 
seemed the most serious disadvantages  this would demand mature con
sideration. _
Therefore, as the limit of the five years approached, and the need of help was 
found still greater than at first, an official visit was made to the place in 1857, 
by Rev. Dr. J.vmes A. H. Coiixell who had just been appointed Correspond
ing Secretary of the Board of Education under the new system. At the inter
views which were held with Dr. V an R aalte, the latter justly claimed that 
even it the mind of the Board should be diverted to some other point for 
progress, the church school at Holland, however hard it might be to sustain it 
alone, would be simply indispensable, especially in view of the importance of 
theological instruction. Tho Secretary s report was favorable for the continu  
aiice of appropriations; but the enterprise remained some years longer in an 
uncertainty of prospect.
T H E  S C H O O L  B O A R D  O P  T H E  H O L L A N D E R S .
Previous to 1858, the effort to provide funds for the support of the students 
from the Holland churches, had been mainly directed by Dr. V an R aalte 
individually, but now the germ ot an auxiliary Board of Education was begun in 
tlie Classis of Holland which has since been extended to the Classes of Wiscon­
sin and Grand River. .
The formation of a School Board arose from a proposal to the Classis of Hol­
land by Dom. V an V leck, that the General Synod should be requested to 
organize the Institution by appointing  the clergymen of the Classis of Hol­
land as a Board ot Regents of the Holland Academy,” while at the same time 
the examining committee of the Particular Synod of Chic.ago should be cou  
,tinned. As this might have narrowed the sphere ot usefulness, the Classis 
simply constituted a School Board composed of the ministers of the Classis 
and representative elders.
P R O G R E S S .  ,
During the. time of Mr. Taylor, no youth had been carried beyond a pre
paratory course, but now in accordance with the action of the General Synod, 
such students in the Holland Academy as had the ministry in view, were per
mitted  to pursue a portion of their studies in that Institution instead of 
entering at once into Rutgers College.  See Minutes for October, 1855, Vol. 
IX, p. 17. And those who were sent to New Brunswick were received into 
different classes oorresponclent to their several degrees ot profloiency.
There was also a theological germ, inasmuch as some instruction in didactic 
theology, church history, the Hebrew language, etc., was given to those who 
had received a dispensation from the General Synod. See Minutes for June, 
1867, Vol. IX, p. 216. .
Thus, altlmugh the number of students was small, yet assistance was needed, 
and ill the fall of 1857 an additional instructor, now Rev. A br ah a m Thompson, 
of Now Brunswick, N. J., was sent by the Board of Education. Some aid in 
teaching had been previously rendered by one of the older students, now Rev. 













The first report to the Chicago Synod, states that eighteen young men, 
ranging from thirteen to thirty seven years of age, composing the Classical 
Department, presented themselves for examination which was held July 10, 
1857. It is added: There is also a Primary Department containing twelve 
boys.  See Minutes of Particular Synod of Chicago for April, 1858, p. 13.
After remaining one year Mr. Thompson resigned, aud Rev. G iles V an D e 
W all was commissioned by the Board of Education, in the fall of 1858, to 
succeed him in the work of instruction, and, by tho BoariJ of Domestic Mis
sions, to be associated with Mr. V an V leck in the charge of the English ser
vice, which had been begun by Dora. B eidler, coutiuued by Dom. V an V leck 
and now by Dom. V an D e W all.
During his last year at Holland, Mr. V an V leck conducted a refectory 
for the students in the new building, as that seemed essential in those earlier 
days. At length, in March, 18.)9, tho failure of his health led him to resign his 
position. Among the incidental but useful results ot his labors, was the forma
tion of the Meliphon Society among the students.
APPOINT.MENT OF REV. PHILIP PHELPS, .TR.
On the resignation of Mr. V an V leck, the Boards of Educ.ation and 
Domestic Missions united in the appointment of Rev. Philip Phelps, jR., 
Pastor of the Reformed Church ot Hastings upou Hudson, as Principal of 
the Holland Academy and Missionary Preacher. After very earnest consid
eration he felt it his duty to accept the call, but though being able to be present 
at the examination in the summer, which was conducted by Rev. Mr. V an D e 
W all, he could not fully enter on his work till the opening of the term in the 
fall of 1859.
classification of THE STUDENTS. ■
Mr. P.HELPS began his work with thirty three students some of whom could 
do little else than read and write, while four were ready for freshman exer
cises ; and these latter entered the sophomore class of Rutgers College at the 
end of that year.
The task of classification had been rendered almost impracticable before his 
time by reason of tho difTerent degrees of attainment of the several pupils in 
their various studies. Some had come from the ruling eldership to be ordained 
to the ministry of tho Word, after staying a while at the Institution; others 
without any knowledge of English, or in fact of much else; some with con
siderable profloiency in the classics and no correspondent advance in other 
branches; and the converse. Owing to the disproportionate progress of indi
viduals respectively, the classes were so intermingled that no two could be 
found whose instruction could be conducted at the same time by different 
teachers.
Ill the first place, therefore, since there remained none to whom a dispensa
tion had been graiiteii, all the theological studies were suspended even the 
Hebrew language  and the classification was somewhat arbitrarily begun, until 
there was at length room for regular departments.
INCREASE OF PROPERTY.
Ill April, 1859, the newly appointed Principal had visited the Colony, in com




















Secretary of the Board of Domestic Missions. They observed that the future 
opeuiug of one of the streets would injure the premises materially, and sug
gested to Dr. V an R aalte that two entire blocks ought to be secured aud 
the iuterveuiiig street be closed. This was approved by the latter, who after
ward collected the requisite money, and thus the campus was increased from 
five to sixteen acres. These are the premises owned and occupied by the Gen
eral Synod.
Besides the main brick edifice already noticed, there have been since erected 
a building at present employed for female and primary instruction, a gymna
sium now used as a chapel, a grammar school, a laboratory, and a few lecture 
Iooms. 
E R E C T I O N *  O F  T H E  G Y M N A S I U M .
It has been a feature of the liistitutioii that most of the students, even in 
the preparatory classes, have been young men and not mere boys, some of them 
possessing practical experience as teachers, printers,  farmers, clerks, carpen
ters, painters, masons, tinsmiths, lumbermen, sailors, etc. In the earlier years 
a still larger proportion were consecrated to the ministry.
In the winter of 1863, ou the proposal of thfe Principal, they determined, like 
 the sons of the prophets,  raeiitioued in the sixth chapter of the second book 
of Kings, to take every man his axe aud go into the woods and prepare timber 
for the erection of a gymnasium that might be  used for Commencement pur
poses. The work was distributed among different committees, according to 
their respective capacities; aud after logging  about eleven thousand feet, 
the lateness of the season necessitated the procuring of the rest from the mill. 
Meanwhile they prepared and put together the material under the superin
tendence of a carpenter, aud when the April vacation came the work was 
driven in all weathers.
It was privately dedicated by the hoisting of the stars aud stripes, the read
ing of a psalm, the singing of a hymn, the offering of a prayer, and the conclud
ing utterance of three rousing cheers. And it was publicly dedicated at the 
Coinmeiicemeut in July, 1802, when the pioueer class, having finished their pre
paratory course, under the growing system, were ushered into the Freshman 
year of the nascent College. •
Such bad been the ambition of the leading spirits to make the structure com
modious and creditable, that the Principal was left with a personal debt of 
several hundred dollars, from which, however, he was soon relieved chiefly by 
the generosity of Mrs. F. F. Chrystie, of Hastiugs upon Hudson, and Elder 
John L. Smith, of the  Collegiate Reformed Protestant Dutch Church.
U N D E F I N E D  R E L A T I O N S .
In the light of the previous history, as the rays have thus been brought to a 
focus, it would seem.as if the relations of the Institution might have been 
clearly understood. In fact the General Synod had, in June, 1859, adopted the 
following language: See Minutes, Vol. IX, p, 485.
 ̂ he Holland Academy is now legally in possession of Synod, as much so as 
the Theological Seminary; and it would therefore seem just tb:̂  hereafter the 
teachers and professors should hold their appointment from the General Synod, 
and derive their support from its treasury.




















Synod (June, 1860) the Board of Education reiterates its coriviction that the 
pecuniary support of the Academy is a burden not properly belonging to it, 
and urges with great force and justice that as the whole Institution is tho 
property of the General Synod, that Body should appoint the professors and 
teachers, and support them from its treasury.  See Minutes, Vol. IX, p. 550.
The Board of Direction also having requested that the Synod would adopt 
measures to provide for the outlay which must be necessary, not temporarily, 
but permanently,  the Synod adopted the following:
 Inasmuch as there are special and valuable interests comprehended in the 
question of ownership, appointments, superintendence and payments in the 
Holland Academy, which ought to be very accurately defined and settled, and 
•inasmuch as that Institution is intimately related with the Board of Educa  
Uoii, Rud ̂ 9 relations to the Synod, bring it into close connection with tlie 
Board of Direction. Resolved, That the Boards ot Direction and Education 
be requested to confer upon the whole subject,  and having devised a plan defin
ing Its relations to the Synod, and the means of its support, report them to the 
next General Synod.  See Minutes, Vol. IX, p. 5.57.
No such report, however, was sent to the next Synod (June, 1861), and during 
that summer Prof. V an D e W all, who had been associated with the Principal 
in teaching aud preaching, resigned his position, having received a call to South 
Africa, where he still remains in important labors. On him had devolved the 
entire charge of the missionary and didactic work during the interim between 
the departure of Dom. V an V leck and tlie accession of Dom. Phelps. Being 
an earnest minister, he had rendered three years faithful service, aud his loss 
was deeply felt.
continued PROonEss.
Tho withdrawal of Dom. V an D e W all left the Principal without profes
soral help; and through the reluctance ot the Board of Education, on account 
of the uncertainty of the relations, to ni.ake a new appointment, this continued 
for more than two years. Yet during that interval, as. if to compensate for 
his anxiety, he was enabled by the good hand of his God upon him to keep 
up the missionary work, to organize the Church in 1862 (wliioh was incorporated 
as Hope Church in I860, on the acceptance of its first Pastor, Kev. Dr. A. T. 
Stewart), to form the flrs(j recognized and permanent Freshman class, to take 
care of the property, to build the gymnasium, and to lay the foundation of the 
Department of Publication by begiiiiiiiig The Searcher and fitting up the 
printing house. Likewise as Chairman of a Committee appointed by the 
Classis of Holland, he attended to tlie correspondence that was necessary  
for obtaining from the Legislature such a general act of incorporation for
Reformed Protestant Dutch Churches  as would secure to them the same 
rights as in the State of New Y ork; also for the legal action required in order 
to perfect the title to the Synod’s property.
But little, however, of the academic work could have been done had it not 
been for the arduous and united efforts ot the Holland ministers in looking 
out for students and providing funds for their support. In addition to this, 
through their School Board they furnished the means  for all the incidental 
expenses of the Institution, and especially when their treasury became seri
ously embarrassed, Dom. Cornells V an D er M eulen made a tour ot their 
Churches with so much skill and success as to free it from debt. .
Much also was due to the enthusiasm and consistency ot the students them­

















the older ones, viz.: Messrs. W illiam A. Shiel6s, N athan D. W ard and 
A lbert T. H uizinga. Nor can the co operation of one of them (now Rev. 
W illiam B. G ilmore, A. M.) be forgotten. He stood at the right hand of 
the Principal, helping to stimulate the courage of his comrades when the pros
pects seemed to daiken. He became the first deacon at the organization of tlie 
church, and as leader of the choir, with rare skill developed the musical talent 
of the youth and rendered that important part of the worship exceedingly 
appropriate and impressive. He S3 steinatized the recreation of harmonics 
among his fellow pupils, taught many ot them to read notes and play on instru
ments, and combined their gifts and attainments with most effective results at 
the annual commencements. His class mates consecrated to the ministry and 
likewise inspiring respect in the community by their demeanor, will only 
recognize the justness of this allusion. Shall the writer of this sketch him
self the Principal refrain from adding that in the absence of funds, he and 
the students did their respective parts to take the place of Janitor for the Insti
tution and Sexton for the Church ?
The last examination which preceded the beginning of the  Collegiato De
partment,  was lield July U  and 15. 1802. lii the report to the Chicago Synod, 
it is stated that  forty five students were present, divided into two depart
ments, Classical and Primary.  See Minutes of Particular Synod of Chicago 
for May, 1803, p. 9.
R E M O V A L  O F  D I F F I C U L T I E S .  •
At length the difficulties which had hindered permanent organization, were 
obviated. One ot these related to the Synod’s title to the real estate. On becom­
ing a member of the Synod’s Board ot Direction, Peter R. AVarner, Ksq., 
si nee the President, had found that legislative action would be requisite in order 
to make valid the deed of tho Synod s property; and the Board of Education 
was unwiliiiig to go forward till it should be ascertained whether the objection 
could be removed. This was done by an act of tho Legislature confirming the 
title and authorizing the General Synod as a corporation, to hold propertyfor 
educational purposes iii the State of Michigan. She copy of the Act in the 
Minutes ot Synod, for June, 18G3, Vol. X, p. 253.
Next, the location had always seemed, to many, disadvantageous for a general 
.church school. The first appeal from the west for higher institutions had 
been made in 1843, when the Holland colony was one of the  things that are 
not.  After the Chicago Synod had been formed, an appeal was sent to it from 
South Bend, Indiana, for help in establishing a college. Pella, in Iowa, began 
educational work, but the ground was already occupied by the Baptists. The 
Classis of Illinois, after considering an indefinite scholastic proposal, had asked 
the General Synod for aid in founding an academy at Fairview, Illinois. See 
Minutes for June, 18,59, Vol. IX, p. 435. AVould the Particular Synod of Chicago, 
as representing our ecclesiastical West, recommend Holland as their educational 
center? This objection too had now been met, for in the fall of 1802, a special 
pecuni.ary pressure had called together an informal meeting at which the Classes 
of Michigan, Holland and AVisconsin, were represented, when the act of begin
ning X le first Freshman class was indorsed, and a plan was drawn up and sent 
to tho Synod ot Chicago. This plan involving the recognition of the Collegi






















Minutes for May, 1883, pp. ll, 12 and thus coming to the General Synod, it 
evinced that the West was agreed on the subject. And here it is due to say 
that arguments against the location have not proceeded from the West. On the 
contrary, .all the AVostern Classes highly approved tho subsequent university 
foundation. See Minutes of Synod for .Tune, 1809, Vol. XI, p. 047. 
There was an additional objection arising from the previous relations of the 
academy to New Brunswick. Dr. Gaiihetson had obtained the first moneys for 
the school as a feeder to the Eastern Institutions; and when the force of the 
first pecuniary impulse had beeu exhausted, then the General Synod had taken 
it up, but with the same reference. Had any encouragement beeu giv en by the 
General Synod that the historical connection would be severed? There had 
beeu in the following language: &ee Minutes for June, 1802, Vol. X, p. 184.
 It is to be fondly hoped that the curriculum of the class room in this Insti
tution will, at no distant day, be of such an elevated grade as to afford the 
advantages of a finished collegiate education, and thus obviate the expensive 
necessity of entering other institutions for this purpose.
But a very practical question remained: how would the students regard tho 
change? Providentially, those most interested in this point, at that juncture, 
were not mere lads, but young men of character. From their correspondence 
with those who had preceded them, they were well aware of the superiority of 
outward advantages presented at the Eastern University; but that was, after 
all, only one element in the whole inquiry. Their life work was to be one of 
loonsecration. Would they be better fitted for it, by steeling themselves against 
attractions naturally inviting and by helping to build themselves in the founda
tion of a great essential enterprise; aud had they reason to believe that the 
Lord would accept and reward their sacrifice. By faith they were enabled to 
make the wise decision. But little did they or the Principal think, when he put 
in their hands the history of the old Log College  of New Jersey, and they 
seeing what God could do by the humblest means, determined to oast in their 
lot with the AVest, and most of them with their own people in their immigrant 
struggles, what honor there was in store for them. Those same first classes 
became the pioueer ones iiot only of a college, but of a theological seminary, nor 
that alone, but of these indissolubly united together with tho preparatory 
department, by the history and by the action of the General Synod, ou the old 
basis of tho Reformed Church in America, viz., that of a Christian University. 
See Minutes of Synod for October, 1700, Vol. I, p. 207, and for June, 1854, Vol. 
VIII, p. 454.
. T H E  COLLEGE OF H O P E  IS ORGANIZED.
To the General Synod of 1803, there came the special report of the joint 
committee of the Board of Education, and the Board of Direction,  which had 
been originated in 1800, together with the action of the Particular Synod of 
Chicago; and the chief difficulties having been removed, the Synod proceeded 
to organize the Institution bj adopting a Plan and appointing a Board of Super
intendents. In so doing the following significant language was used:














that Academy; to spare no exertion so that she may not only provffie for its 
present wants, but cause it to expand until it becomes an Institution nj a liigner 
grade aud serads out (ns from a fountain of health), tnie youug unern of tlie 
West tralucd luto a Mvlug mmlulstiry, who shall cultivate her waste places, 
supply the vacancies that arise, and occupy the new fields that continually pre
sent themselves.  See Minutes, Vol. X, p. 321.
Ill six years from the time of that action, the FTolland Academy, uiidei the 
name of Hope College, sent into the ministry, hy the authority of the General 
Synod, seven out of the nine young men who composed the first Freshman
D E P U T A T I O N  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N .  
Immediately upon the action of the General Synod, a Deputation from the 
Board of F.ducation, consisting ot the Vice President, Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. 
Taylor, and the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Dr. John L. See, attended 
the germinal commencement representing all the classes,and welcomed the Insti
tution to the sisterhood of American CoUeges. The exercises were begun at a 
quarter before eight o clock in the evening, and continued with unflagging 
interest before an audience of six huiuired persons packed in the gymnasium, 
until oue o’clock in the morning, when Dr. Taylor rose to make his congratu
latory address. The supplementary speeches occupied an hour longer, aud then 
a huge bonfire lighted the people to their homes.
On coiisnltation, it was the opinion ot the representatives of the Board of 
Education, that the interests of the Institution demanded the release of the Prin
cipal from the work of preaching, in which opinion the Board itself concurred r 
but the release was ouly theoretical until the settlement of the first pastor 
in 1806. Meanwhile a iieataiid convenient church building was erected, chiefiy 
through the efforts of Dr. Benardus Ledeboer, one of the first elders, united 
with those of the missionary and a few of the older students, on which, how
ever, there rested a debt of $1,000, when the pastor came. It was consumed by 
the great fire of October 9, I8TI, which laid Holland city in ashes, and it has 
since been replaced by a superior structure secured by the labors of Rev. Dr. 
Stewart.
T H E  B E G I N N I N G  IS O N L Y  B E G U N .  .
After twelve years of self sacrificing pioneer work on the part of more than 
one individual, the beginning had been only begun. The nascent college had a 
Principal, but no Professors, nor a single dollar of endowment it had a Pre
paratory Department, but ouly one Collegiate class; and the continuance of 
that was dependent on the obtaining of additional advantaps. From this 
point, the history is considered andev Departments of Instruction with the Re
quisites for conducting them, aud the means of Support.
T H E  P R E P A R A T O R Y  DEPARTMENT. •
It has been seen that in the time of Mr. Taylor, the school was essentially and 
exclusivelj  a preparatory one, and that the first graduates entered the Fresh
man class of Rutgers College. ■
E A R L Y  E F F O R T S  P O R  S T U D E N T S .
In endeavoring to obtain Latin classes, the Principal had labored under great 














bad the means or the faith to allow their children to go beyond the ordinary 
rudiments. And to this day, promising pupils are sometimes lost through the 
inability of their parents even to spare their services.
Active measures were therefore taken at an early stage, to aid in the support 
bf youth during their preliminary course. The General Synod made an ex
ception in favor of the Holland Academy, by which the Board ot Education, 
whose rules did not permit appropriations previous to the entrance upon 
Freshman studies, was authorized to assist candidates at any point of their 
course in tho Holland School. See Minutes for June, 1855, Vol. VIH, p. 582.
Moreover, the Synod sanctioned an offloial metliod for helping to procure 
from the Fatherland,  competent young men who are in the various stages of 
preparation for the Gospel ministry, that they may pursue and complete their 
studies at Holland aud New Brunswick.  See Minutes of Synod for June, 
1850, Vol. IX, p. 97. •
PBI-MAKY IKSTBUCTION. . '
Connected with or rather included in the preparatory school, at its early 
stage, were the primaiy classes, before any division had been effected. This 
was ill accordance with the frequent expression of the General Synod. In June, 
1852, the Synod adopted the following: See Minutes, Vol. VIII, p. 268.
The duty ot the Church to teach, has been fixed upon her by her great Head, 
and the requisition covers the whole period of human life from infancy to old 
age. As it regards the periods of infancy and of mature age, the responsibility 
of the Church is acknowledged, attempted, and in some degree met; but is this 
the ease with the period which intervenes between infancy and maturity ? H:is 
slie nob here forgotten her imperative and untransferable obligation in relation 
to the scliool going age? Has she not, during all tins period, too generally 
dropped the reins from her hands and abandoned oversight, direction and con
trol to the world, at a period too during whioli mental and moral liabits are 
formed, when views of men and things, of truth and duty, ot right and wrong, 
are to an unalterable extent implanted? And has she done right in this? Is she 
nob suffering at this hour the sad consequenqes of her neglect, in tho scattering 
ot her youth (the hope of the Church as tliey are justly called), to other Deiiomi  
iiations. and in the few who are seeking to enter into the ministry?
Again, a due regard to primary instruction is presented as the very prerequi
site for university growth. See Minutes of Synod for June, 1854, Vol. VIII, 
p. 454.
 A  complete Christian culture and training for her youth, passing on through 
every age and period ot study, and incorporating every branch of science, litera
ture and art, is of course the grand and perpetual aim ot tlie Cliurcli of Clirist. 
Here [in the plan for primary instruction] is the basis of such a system. 
Schools, academies, colleges and seqts of professional education, all consecrated 
to Christ and pervaded by the influence of His religion, will yet. we liope and 
believe, present the .substantial realization of the complete idea of Chi istiaii
Certain it is that in the Samuel B. Schieffelin Fund for Priniary rnstruotion 
which called forth both the preceding enunciations, there iiilieres an es.sential 
principle wh.atever minor adaptations may be needful in order to carry it into 
effect; and in the same cuiinection, the following language was ;idopted by tlie 
Council: See Special Report to General Sj iiod, June, 1803, pp. 7, 8.
But no such realization [as that last quoted from Minutes of Synod] can 
ever be attained, nor can higher education be prosecuted with adequate suc
cess, unless there be due care for elementary instruction... The tree that
would push its branches upward and outward, must strike its roots far and 
















THE INSTRUCTION OF GIRLS. ,
The instruction of girls was included in the school as reported to the Gen
eral Synod, in June, 1855. But partly through the domestic arrangements 
initiated with the erection of the first building, it was suspended; nor did this 
feature remain on the accession of Mr, Îhelfs. An attempt was made by the 
latter, in 18G6, to restore the former relations; and, besides all other cares, he 
devoted an hour each day to the purpose  which fact was duly reported to the 
Board of Education and the General Synod, in May aud June, 18G7. After a 
second suspension it has again been resumed.
It is here mentioned under the preparatory department, not because there is 
no intention of affording opportunities for girls in more advanced studies, but 
because no higher stage of progress has yet been attained. Apart from the 
acceptance ot real estate deeded for the purpose by Hr.V an R aalte, the Coun
cil unanimously adopted the following language. May 27, 18G8:
"Higher education for females, seems to furnish the proper medium between 
that spirit of Oriental barbarism which regards woman as fitted only to be a 
mere parent and housekeeper, and tho infidelity of woman s rights falsely so 
called.  See Special Report of Council to General Synod, J une, 18G8, p. G of 
report, printed, bub nob in minutes of Synod.
RESTORATION TO ITS ORIGINAL BASIS.
Efforts are still in progress to pliloo tho preparatory department once more 
on the basis which it occupied at the time of its adoption by the General Synod. 
It has been siiown by the preceding sketcli that the only portion of the com  
ple.K school at Holland, which could be received by the Synod, was tlie eoolesi  
asbicai germ which had been originated by its own means.. The disentiingle  
nient from merely civil relations at the outset of Mr. V an V leck s principal  
ship. was so essential to progress that it has received its due recognition in this 
appendix, as the entrance on a new stage in the history.
But ot course it was necessary to return to first principles as soon as the 
opportunity should occur, ^nd accordingly out of that real estate which, in 
the earlier years, Dr. V an R aalte  had set apart for educational purposes, the 
donor devoted a large proportion to the Grammar School under the following 
arr.aiigement adopted by the Gounoil.
 Let the thirty acres [within city limits and on Black Lake or Hope H.aven] 
be deeded to the Cmincil of Hope College in trn.st for their Grammar School.
■ T.et said Grammar Scliool be made to include both sexes, though for the 
present in separate buildings and with separate teachers.
Let the female branch of the school include classes ot any higher grade 
until the Council may be ready to establish a formal Ladies Collegiate Depart
ment. And meanwhile let this female branch of the Grammar School be known 
as Hope Female Seminary. . . . . . Let a Primary Department be established for both sexes, befeinning with 
the lowest or elementary steps, and reaching without interruption up to the 
Grammar School. If at any time, any of the Consistories of our Reformed 
Dutch Churches in the city ot Holland, Mich., wish to establish parochial 
schools under the system adopted by our Denomination, it shall be competent 
for the Council to make arrangements with said Consistories for admitting the 
pupils of such parochial schools to the benefits of the primary department.
These and additional details with reference to tho payment ot tuition and 
contingent fees, which was made obligatory, after thorough discussion and 


















historical tei minus a quo of the Hope College curriculum, is in the simplest 
object teaching and the alphabet. While its natural aud historical terminus 
ad quern is first aiid specially in the highest theological branches, and then also 
in whatever parallel courses may be secured by the liberality of individuals or 
churches. •
An attempt has been made by the Council to carry out the preceding plan in 
a detached Female and Primary Department, Rev. W m . B. Gilmore and Mrs. 
M ariette S. V an Olinda having beeu appointed aS teachers for the purpose 
ill the fall of 1872.  .
Mr. Gilmore had been a teacher before he entered the Holland Academy as 
a student from Fairview, 111., in 1861. He was tutor in music till his graduation 
from the Theological Department in 1869, being aided by his brother, Mr. .Torn 
Gilmore, during the latter part of his course. On leaving the College in 1809, 
he declined a unanimous appointment by the Comifeil as Rector of the Gram
mar School, and became associated for a time with Rev. Dr. A nson D u Bois, 
at the Amelia Institute, in Virginia, afterward continuing in sole charge. The 
enterprise not taking that shape which had been expected, he resumed his 
teaching at Hope College under the above appointment, bub was soon after 
led to relinquish it for a pastoral charge at Spring Lake, 111. He is now again 
the Principal elect ot the Preparatory Department, but has requested the 
President to lay liis resignation before the Council.
Mrs. V an Olinda (who is the daughter in law of the late Rev. Douw V an 
O linda) having had successful experience in teaching higher branches at ttie 
East, took charge of the parochial school, at Grand Haven, in 1859, whence at 
the end of a year, she was transferred to the parochial school at Holland, and 
then to the Union School ot the place. After remaining twelve years in the 
latter position, she received her present appointment, in which .she has been 
rendering faithful and excellent service.
The organization has not been sufficiently completed to give it more than a very 
brief notice in the preceding circular, bud in this way the preparatory departmen t, 
which, on the formation of the collegiate, in 18G2, comprised tliree classes, but was 
extended in 1865, to four classes as at present, is becoming gradually restored to 
its original foundation, as when adopted in 1853; which not only brings it into 
harmony with the principles ot education so often set forth by the General 
Synod— see Minutes for 1809. Vol. I, p. 396, etc., etc. but also gives opportunity 
for its most diversified u.sefulness, and for its permanent establishment on a basis 
most conformable to a genuine Christian civilization.
T H E  ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT.
We  have seen that in October, 1855, the General Synod had given permission 
to such students in the Holland Academy as had the ministry in view  to 
pursue a portion of their studies in that Institution instead of entering at 
once into Rutgers College.  And the alumni references in this appendix show 
the several classes at the East, into which those availing themselves of the 
Synodical action were received.
This was one of the steps in progress, for whereas the germ, in the time ot 
Mr. Taylor, was simply a grammar school or preparatory department, it had 











KECESSITr OF 1X3 ORIGIN.
The permisaiou of the Synod, however, was attended with some unsatisfac
tory results; for besides interfering with clasaifioatiou, it gave no encourage
ment for scholastic progress at Holland to any but theological candidates  the 
few who did attempt to go on, had to stop, at whatever stage  of the course it 
might suit their associates to leave for New Brunswick, since the expense 
apart from the Western School could not be met.
It operated injuriously in another way. To youth thirsting for higher pro
gress, there was a strong temptation to persuade themselves that they h.ad 
devoted themselves to the Gospel ministry; and on this account,the Classis of 
Holland went to a rigid extreme of carefulness in its examination of those who 
applied for recommendation to the Board of Education.
When, at last, it became evident from every consideration that the School 
could no longer be maintained in that relation in which it had been adopted, a 
special communication, dated May 15, 1802, was sent by the Principal to the 
Board of Education, from which the following is a brief extract:
As long as the Academy is held simply as an appendage to New Brunswick, 
it can exert but little influence on our Western operations, and would soon 
cease to exert influence anywhere.
Thus the beginning of the Collegiate Department, so far from being forced 
or arbitrary, was necessary to save the Institution. To have retained the school 
as a preparatory branch in order to furnish Rutgers College with a few more 
students, would have only killed the hen that was laying the golden egg. The 
action of the Synod of 1SG2, therefore, was as timely us it was encouraging, as 
was also that of 18C3. fl *
NEW APPOINTMENTS BV THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.
At the beginning of the second year of the collegiate or academic department, 
two new professors were appointed by the Board of Education on nomination 
of the Council, viz.; Rev. P e t b b  J. O g o b d  and Rev. T. R o m e y n  B e c k , wlio 
began their respective services in January. 1854. 
Prof. O g g e d  had been a highly acceptable Pastor in the Netherlands, at Grand 
Haven, Mich., and Pella, Iowa. At first he took charge of the catechetical in
struction of the students, which has always been regarded as an essential fea
ture. Being a member of the Board of Superintendents, or Council, 
at the time of his appointment, he continued to serve in that ca
pacity till his decease in 1869. He was the first Treasurer of the In
stitution, and was selected to visit the Holland churches in behalf of the endow
ment, which he did with great success about $18,000 being the fruit of his 
labors. He was a preacher of unusual unction, and having acquired a ready 
command of the English language, he occupied the English pulpit a number of 
times with marked acceptance. In the department of Sacred Rhetoric, he 
was much valued by the students. But his chief strength was devoted to De 
Hope, of which with the assistance of Prof. C ornelis D o e s b u r g, he had the 
sole editorial and business management, and which remains to testify to his 
perseverance amid the difficulties attendant on its establishment.
Prof. B e c k  had rendered professoral work fora short time in Rutgers Col
lege of which his father had been so many years one of the ornaments and 
















to his present post The protracted absences of the President in endowment 
efforts, threw on him a large proportion of the teaching for which his scholar
ship and accuracy eminently fitted him, and his services were invaluable during 
that critical period. At first aiso he took the place of the President in the 
English preaching, but was compelled by the feebleness of his healtli to desist. 
As the sacred office to which he had been ordained, included the ruling as well 
as the preaching eiement of the eldership, he acted for a time as ruling elder 
in the American church. In common with his colleagues, he sustained the same 
relation to the classes of the preparatory department as of the incipient aca
demic. Under the new constitution by which the President of the Institu
tion is exempted from holding a professorship, ho is, as senior professor, the 
presiding officer of the Academic Faculty.
In order to facilitate the beginning of the endowment work. Rev. J o h n  M a s o n  
P b r k i s , D. D., temporarily accepted a professorship in the fall of 1864, from the 
Board of Edî cation, which he conducted in addition to his missionary charge 
at Grand Rapids, riding sixty miles every week in his own conveyance over tlie 
worst roads, that he might spend three days of the week at the College, and 
return. In May, 1865, he resigned, to take the position of Corresponding Secre
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions. ■
During the last year of the Collegiate course of the first graduating class, but 
too late for any help in it, there was added aiiother appointment by the Board 
of Education on nomination of the Council, that of Rev. C h a r l e s  S c o t t , then 
pastor of the Reformed Church of Shawanguuk, N. Y. The scholastic work 
has, of late years, partaken more of a routine character; but in common with 
the rest of his brethren in tlie ministry at Holland, Dom. S c o t t  has been 
frequently called to render other servi ces such as preaching on the Sabbath. 
For several years he was Superintendent of the Sabbath School of the 
Second Reformed Church (Hope Church), of Holland, and also one of the 
Trustees of the Union School of the place.
Just before the first Commencement, the Board of Education made its last 
appointment, viz.: that of Rev. C o r n e l i u s  E. CRisrELL, then Professor in 
Rutgers College and Rector of its Grammar School.
Thus the College became fully equipped for that theological teaching which 
had been authorized by the General Synod in June, 1866, and in which all the 
Professors have participated. 
THE FIRST COMMENCEMENT WEEK. >
All things were now in readiness for the first class to receive their first 
academic degree. By the authority of the General Synod (see Minutes for 
June, 1865, Vol. X, p. 484), the Board of Superintendents of the Holland 
Academy had become incorporated under the title of The Council of Hope Col
lege ; and their Articles of Association drawn up in legal form had been accepted 
by the Synod. See Minutes for June, 1866, Vol. XI, pp. 12, 89, 90.
Previous to the incorporation, the Principal of the Academy had tendered his 
resignation to the Board of Education, which was declined, and he was con
tinued in his office under the title of President of the College. As such he was 
formally inaugurated on the 12th of July, 1866, Rev. Dr. M a n c i u s  S. H u t t o n , 
President of the Board of Education, and Rev. Drs. J o h n  L. S e e  and W i l













W yckofp, who had heetijthe first Commniii isioiior Of the General Synod to the 
Holland Goiony in 1849, and Rev. V an D eh M eulen in place, of
Rev. Dr. V an R aaltb, who had  been constrained to spend some months in 
Europe on account of the impaired health both of himself and Mrs. V an 
R aaltb.  See the Christian Intelligencer of August 9,18C6.
The otlier exercises of the first commencement week consisted of the annual 
examinations in the various branches of study  an intercalary exhibition at 
wliich all the preparatory and collegiate classes, except the graduate, together 
with the College choir were represented  an excursion to the mouth of Hope 
Haven by the Council and invited guests the anniversary of the Meliphon 
Society the baccalaureate sermon on Sabbath evening  the anniversary of the 
Fraternal Society which had been already established in the Collegiate Depart
ment and finally on Tuesday evening July 17th, the graduating exercises of 
the first class of eight young men. For the latter purpose  the students had 
very tastefully decorated the building, one of the features being a chandelier 
of ninety brilliant kerosene burners sf> arranged as to form in large letters the 
word HOPE.  See Christian Intelligencer of August 9, 18G6.
The academic commencements are now held in one of the churches, and are 
included in the General Commencement, representing all the Departments of 
Instruction. _
S U B S E Q U E N T  A P P O I N T . M E N T S  B Y  T H E  COUNCII.. .
Professor Cobnelis D oesbubo was appointed Tutor by the Council in 1800, 
and subsequen tly Professor. He was a professional teacher in the Netherlands 
some years; and his first station in this country was at Groningen in the Hol­
land Colony. In 1856 he became the Principal of the Union School of Holland 
(which is the development of the same district school in which Elder Tayt oh 
began in 1851), and continued in that position until he was transferred to the 
College. Besides his didactic work he has been office editor of De Hope from 
its origin, and at intervals has had sole charge of it. He is at present its man
nging editor mid likewise the Treiisurer of the Institution# .
Assistant Professor S h i e l d s  had been a teacher several years before he 
entered the Holland Academy as a student from Fairview, in 1861. He was 
immediately selected by the .Principal to aid in the work of instruction, which 
he continued with great acceptance till his graduation in 1866. After being 
Principal of the Union School in Holland for a year, he was appointed Tutor 
in Hope College in 1867.
Assistant Professor K ollen, on his graduation from Hope Coliege in 1868, 
took charge of the School at Overyssel in the Holiand Colony. There he made 
a distinguished mark as a teacher and a disciplinarian, and in 1871 he was 
invited to his present position. A  part of his time has been spent in endow
ment labors, both at the West and the East, under successive appointments of 
the Council.
In 1871, Rev; Peter M oerdyk. who on his graduation in 1869 had been called 
to the pastorate of the Reformed Churches of Macon, Mich., was appointed 
Assistant Professor of Latin and Greek; and during the two years in which 
he heid the position, he fully justified the promise which his superior didactic 
abiiities in the same department had inspired while he was yet a student: but 
in 1873 he resumed pastoral work, and has charge of the First Reformed 



















The time of all the preceding has been divided between the Preparatoiy and 
Academic Oepartments.
The last three appointments became necessary chiefly by reason of the theo
logical instruction. It had been shown to the Generai Synod by its Commit
tee, in June, 1867, that the teaching force would be insuflloient for continuing 
the theological experiment, unless the Professors should be relieved of all their 
duties in the Preparatory Department. See Minutes, Vol. XI, p. 252. And 
the Synod had recommended the plan suggested for this purpose, viz., the 
appointment of a Rector for the Grammar School by the Board of Education. 
See Minutes, Vol. XI, p. 271. But when the Board declined to increase its 
appropriations in aid of the College, the Council itself went forward and even 
excused the Professors from their teaching in the Freshman and Sophomore 
classes of the Academic Department, in order that they might have fuli 
opportunity for adequate theological work.  See report of President, in Min
utes of Synod for June, 1873, Vol. XII, p. 732. 
NOBMAIi instruction.
One of the most pressing needs of the immigrant churches was good teach
ers trained from among themselves. This was included in the circular issued 
by the Chicago Synod in 1857, ns ah eady noted: and next to the want of Min
isters of the Gospel, has been that of Christian Teachers for these purposes 
mainly have the Hollanders given to the Institution. So great was the press
ure of the neighboring schools for teachers at one time,, that the earlier classes 
were in danger of being broken up. A normal class was undertaken by the 
Principal for a little while in 1862; and in 1870, R i c h a r d  P a r s o n s , A. B., was 
appointed Tutor, mainly with reference to didactics in which he had had special 
experience  some money having been collected for the purpose by Rev. H e n r y  
U i T E R W Y K .  But as there was not opportunity for the development of that 
relation, chiefly through the want of primary classes, he resigned after a year s 
trial.
The normal elective studies  are placed in the course of the Academic 
Department, because in accordance with the desire of the Council, as expressed 
in their flrst catalogue issued in 1866, and as incorporated by the Synod in their 
Articles of Association, they are regarded as merely the germ of a  Normal 
Department.
FRATERNAL SOCIETY.
This Society had been organized at Union College in 1834; and of its ten 
founders, seven afterwai d entered the ministry. Its constitution and purpose 
were, at the outset, submitted to President N o t t  and to Professor (the late 
Bishop) A l o n z o  P o t t e r , by whom they were warmly approved.
. During its continuance, it was a source of great comfort and solid beneflt to 
those who were admitted into its fellowship. But its extreme simplicity 
placed it at too great disadvantage in comparison with other similar societies; 
and therefore by a unanimous vote of its active members, (of whom there were 
then seventeen) its existence as the original F. S. was terminated in 1859.
As, however, the plan was admirable and exceedingly adapted to the tastes 
and wants of the new college, the President, who had been a member of it, 
obtained the archives, and in the fall of 1863, at the request of those who 
constituted the only two collegiate  classes then formed, initiated them 




















T H E  THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT.
Among the early suggestions to the General Synod for education at the West, 
was that of a  classical and theological  school in which  western young men 
trained in elementary studies,  were to have  a dispensation to prosecute theo
logical studies with... .selected ministers.  This was what was done twenty four 
years later, when the first graduated class of Hope College received a dispensa
tion to begin their theological course with the ministers comprising the Pac  
ulfcy of the Institution. .
 At least two men  were to be  commissioned to conduct the Theological 
Department,  and there was to be,  if necessary, a requisition that one year  
the closing one of the course  be spent at New Brunswick.  Something better 
than this ensued, when, eighteen years afterward, five men were authorized, 
under sanction of the General Synod, to begin the theological experiment at 
Hope College; and so successfully was it conducted that  the Theological 
Department  was soon permanently established without any requisition look
ing to New Brunswick.
W A N T S  O P  T H E  H O L L A N D  C O LONISTS.
Eventually the theological germ had its immediate origin in the practical 
needs of the new Holland churches. The first attempt to meet their wants 
was in June. 1848, when the General Synod took the following action: See
Minutes, Vol. VII, p. 378. .
Resolved, In view  of the great number of Hollanders now settling in our 
country, that it be strongly recommended to the theological students in our 
Seminary to acquire a knowledge of the Dutch language, to qualify themselves 
for preaching in the Dutch language among them.
But no results ensued, nor could any such measures have begun to provide 
for the necessities of the immigration. Not even at the present day would they
be at all sulflcient. _
The Classis of Holland, after its organization, had obtained a dispensation on 
behalf of three candidates, who have families, are from thirty five to thirty  
eight years of age, and are now studying in the Holland Academy.  See Min
utes of Syiiod for June, 1857, Vol. IX, p. 316. .
0
• FORMAL ENDEAVORS.
The previous permission of Synod had led to the introduction of theological 
branches into the Holland Academy, but as it had been no part of the inten
tion of Synod to continue them thereby permanently in the Institution, they 
were suspended on the accession of the present Principal or President. After, 
however, having brought the classification of the students to the requisite 
point, and having become better acquainted with the peculiar relations of the 
field and the suitableness of the location for a missionarn educational center, 
Mr. P h e l p s  sent an earnest communication to the Board of Education in May, 
1863, calling their attention to the importance of providing for some theological 
instruction. The following are brief extracts:
 Here is the field, and here are the necessities. We  did not create them, but 
they exist independently of the East or of the West. They appeal to us. W e  
cannot ignore the necessities, and we ought not to retire from the field, etc.
 Let it be at once and openly understood that the iatentioii is to make auy 




















Ill view of the language of the Synod of 1863. already cited, the new Board of 
Superintendents or Council siibinitted to the next Synod in June, 1864, a propo
sition for founding at once a Theological Professorship of Missionary Training 
at the Holland Academy  the Institution to be established as  the Western 
College of the Reformed Dutch Church in North America.  But regarding the 
theological proposal as still premature, the Synod simply determined that the 
Academy or College should,  as soon as possible, have a theological character.  
See Minutes, Vol, X, pp. 463, 466, 467, 48.3, 480.
A  parenthetical paragraph is here proper, viz.; that the Free Church of Scot
land afterward borrowed the suggestion and founded such a professorship. In 
18 .9 the General Synod took up the proposal anew under a different title, and 
appointed Rev. Dr. V an Raaltb Professor of Evangelistic Theology;  but 
the variety of his labors, and the condition of his health, prevented his 
acceptance.
AN unusual dispensation.
In .Tune, 1866, tlie flrst graduating class of Hope College received from the 
General Symod, at their own request, a dispensation from attendance at the 
regular theological school of the Church, but not from any part of the pre
scribed course of study, instruction in all the branches being provided by 
synodical authority, through the professors of Hope College. And a commit
tee consisting of Rev. Drs. Paul D. V an Cleep, John A. Lansing and G. 
H enry M andeville, was appointed to  examine the whole field and report 
to the next General Synod.  See Minutes, Vol. XI, pp. 91, 97.
Said committee, in connection with the Council, superintended the theologi
cal examination at the close of the scholastic year, and sent a report to the 
Synod of 1867. in which tliey earnestly deprecated the withdrawal of theological 
instruction from Hope College. After quoting from the Minutes of Synod of
1847, they add :  Our brethren from Holland....like our forefathei s who
founded Queens College for the purpose of training a ministry for the Re
formed Cliurch of America....regarded a college as incomplete without a
theological chair.  ■
The Committee on the Professorate having recommended that the Synod 
should elect one of the Faculty of Hope College, Professor of Theology,  the 
Synod proceeded to make a choice in accordance with the requirements of the 
constitution; and the honor was conferred on Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell.
The other professors were appointed as Lectors or Teachers pro tern.; and the 
dispensation was extended to other classes at Hope College. As the constitu
tion of the church at tliat time recognized only one theological school, the Board 
of Superintendents of the one existing school was divided into two branches, 
and tlius tlie tlieological germ at Hope College was practically treated as the 
Western branch of one and the same theological seminary. The Syiiod reserved 
the right to annul or modify the plan at the end of three years or before. See 
Minutes. Vol. XI, pp. 3.50, 368, 369. ,
But this action led to confiioting opinions as to the relations of the Western 
branch to Hope College, and the status required by the constitution of the 
church  which induced the Council to propose to the General Synod, the adop
tion of a university basis aiid name for the Whole School. See Minutes for Nov. 



















Meanwhile the constitution was amended in November, 1867, so that the 
Synod was authorized to establish other theological schools; and on the 17th of 
September, 1868, I)r. Crispeli. was inaugurated ns Theological Professor by a 
committee appointed by the Synod, consisting of Rev, Dr, D avid D. D emarbst 
and Rev. James D emarest, Jr.
THE WESTERN THBOLOGICAL SCHOOL IS ESTABLISHED.
In June, 1869, the General Synod brought to an end the provisional arrange
ment which it had begun in 1866 and continued in 1867, and recognizing the 
whole institution as Synod s Theological College,,  established its Western 
Theological School not only  at  but in  Hope College, and the Superlnten  
dency of the Council was extended to that Department also. See Minutes, 
Vol. XI, p. 647. 
Various names have already been attached to this development of the germ. 
It is called a school, because that is the term used in the constitution of the 
church a seminary, because that is the colloquial expression for such an educa
tional branch a department, because it is an integral element of the scholastic 
unit. It is at Hope CoUege considered as the Synod s premises  it is fn Hope 
College considered as the Synod s institution  it is of Hope College considered 
as the Synod s university. Being in, at and of Hope College, there needs no 
longer he any apprehension that it is the desire or intention of the General 
Synod to take it away from Hope College.
ELECTIVE THEOLOGICAL COURSE.
The law of the Synod for Hope College provides as follows: See Constitution 
in Minutes of* Synod for June, 1871, Vol. XII, p. 311. .
 Any student who maintains a consistent Christian behavior, and who desires 
to avail himself of the instructions of any of the Professors, may be admitted 
to the advantages of any of the lecture rooms, subject to ordinary scholastic 
regulations. But such shall be known aud registered as students in elective 
course and not in theology, and shall not appear in any of the theological ex
aminations.
This provision was intended to meet the views of many of the HoUanders, 
and has already proved very serviceable. It gives the Classes a better opportu
nity to try candidates for a dispensation before recommending them, and that 
too in the only proper place, viz.: one of the Synod’s theological schools.
. REQUISITES F O R  T H E  WORK.
As the preceding circular treats specifically of the Requisites, but little needs 
here to be added. It is well to state, however, that there are some special 
features, in this respect, growing out of the peculiar history aud location of the 
Institution.
One of these is in the Department of Publication, the foundation of which 
was laid in T h e  Se a r c h e r , a theological publication, which was suspended 
after the issue of three numbers, but which is expected soon to be resumed. 
Besides, D e H o p e , already mentioned, two numbers were printed of T h e  H o p e 
Co l l e g e  R e m e m b r a n c e r , the plan of which it is now proposed to enlarge.
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T H E  SUPPORT.
Already have the means been set forth by which the Institution has been thus 
far supported. Its growth has been more rapid than was expected, but its use
fulness would have been greatly extended had the support been more adequate.
l a b o r s  o f  s e c r e t a r y  s e e .
In this connection, the labors of Rev. Dr. J o h n  L. S e e  merit the most grate
ful recognition. As Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Education, dur
ing the past fifteen years, he has become identified with much the greater part 
of the growth of Hope College; and besides his care for his own duties proper, 
he has always most earnestly co operated in the endowment endeavor.
OTHER CO OPERATION.
Amoiig the many Pastors who contributed most valuable service, it is proper 
to particularize the names of Rev. B e n j a m i n  E. S n y D e r  and Rev. C h a r l e s  
D. B u c k   the former acting as special agent in the Classis of Rensselaer, and 
the latter in the Classis of Westchester.
At the west, the following names, exclusive of those connected with the 
work of the Institution, should receive special mention, viz.: Rev. S e i n e  
B o l k s , now of Orange City, Iowa, and Rev. H e n r y  U i t e r w y k  and Mr. K o m  
M E R  S c h a d d e l e e  of Holland City, Michigan.
HISTORIC EMBLEM.
 The  monarch of the forest It 
sot created to &n hour, lu germ 
is wrapped Id  the acorn. It It 
dropped opoa the moiit earth 
where G o d  wlllt, and teeing to be 
lost. There it swells aad bursti 
its covering, and becomee a little, 
plaut which the caterpillar m a y  
devour at a meal. It slowly ez^ 
panda and putt forth a feeble twig, 
then adds another to It, and branch 
to branch and bough to bough. 
T h e  rains of m a n y  tummerg water 
it, the dews of a thousand chilly 
nights refresh It, succefslve years 
bring their tribute and add vigor 
to its stem, and strength and beauty 
to its proportions, until It stands, 
after the lapse of years, a thing of 
power, rustling forth the praises 
of its great Architect.
So hath G o d  caused our Insti
tution to grow. H e  dropped the 
little germ here, beside and be
tween (he waters. It was hardly 
noticed. A m i d  wintry winds and 
frosts, slowly it grew. It seemed 
at times as if even Hope could not 
tee any advance. Often she stood 
with folded wings beside the infant 
tree; but faith in G o d  was her 
companion, and slowly but surely 
H e  carried on His detigns, and 
cauaed the dews of His people^s 
prayers to fail not, nor their pur
poses and efforts to cease, until 
H e  lias spread before us the vision 
which to day greets our eyes It 
U  the work of G o d ; and it was 
no unguided counsel which almost 
without huntan decision, styled 
your Institution H o p s  C o l l s g b .*
[Extract from Inaugural Oration (July 19, 1666), of Rev. M a n c i u s  S< H u t t o n , D. D., President of the Board of Education.} 
See H o p k  Coi,i.Rr]R I.n a u o u r a i . R b .u b m b b a n c s r , p. 8.
"Should this young Institution grow In time, and under the Divine blessing, to the stature of a 
University of the Reformed Church, all doubtless would rtjolce.”—  Extract from the rninutes of the G en
eral Synod. June, 1S69, Vol XI, p. (>48.



















JULY 4, CENTENNIAL. 1876.
WILLIAM FEW.
A  descendant of one of the original settlers of Pennsylvania, born in Baltimore 
county, Maryland, June 8, 1748. His paternal ancestor, from Wales, whose family 
name was written Ff e w , accompanied W illiam Penn to this country. When 
he was ten years of age, his parents removed to North Carolina.
At the outset of the Revolution, he resolved to defend the American cause, and 
was offered a captain s commission. He afterward rendered the following ser
vices : ■
He was a member of the Convention in 1776 by which a Constitution was framed 
for the State of Georgia.
Member of Assembly in the flrst Legislature of Georgia, and also of the first 
State Board of Executive Councillors; again a Member of Assembly in 1779, 1784, 
1787 and 1795.
Was engaged in military service against the British, and also against the Creek 
Indians; and was a member of the Commission to negotiate a treaty with the
Creeks and Cherokees. • •
In 1778, was Surveyor General of thê  State of Georgia, and also Presiding Judge 
of Richmond county.
Was a Member of Congress in 1780, 1783, 1786 and 1787.
A  member of the Commission to reorg.anize the counties of Georgia in 1781.
Agent to negotiate territorial claims between the States of Georgia and North 
Carolina in 1786.
A  Representative from the State of Georgia in the Convention by which the 
Constitution of the United States was framed. .
One of the first United States Senators from the State of Georgia, March 4, 
1789.
One of the four State District Judges in Georgia in 1795.
In 1799 he removed to New York city. Was a member of the Legislature of the 
State of New York from 1801 to 1804, inclusive.




E E M E M B R A N C E R .
During the flrst ten years of the penitentiary system in the State of New York, 
was one of the State Inspectors.
Was President of the National Institution for the Promotion of Industry, iti 
1830; also President of one of the New York city banks.
One of the founders of the Society for the Prevention of Pauperism, with its 
Savings Bank and House of Refuge: and a member of a number of other charita
ble societies, of three of which he was President.
 In addition to his personal services and counsel, which were freely and heartily 
given in various walks of usefulness, he was a liberal and regular contributor to 
humane and charitable objects; and having acquired a considerable fortune, he, 
for many years,  systematically and from principle, devoted his surplus inc ome to 
benevolent purposes.
His private papers contain abundant evidence of the sincerity and cordiality 
with which he received the doctrines of the Gospel, and reposed his oonadeiice 
and hope in the atonement and mediation of the Redeemer.”
In person Col. Few was tall, erect, and, though slender, well proportioned. 
His head was finely formed, his countenance agreeable, and his eyes, very expres
sive. With remarkable activity and vivacity, even in his late yeai s, his manners 
were grave and uniformly dignified, and his deportment such as to inspire univer
sal confidence and respect.
In 1788 he was married to Catharine, daughter of the venerable Commodore 
N icholson, of the United States Navy, a lady distinguished by her domestic 
and social virtues, her intellectual and moral endowments, and her exemplary 
life.  •
 He died on tho 16th of .Inly. 1838, in the 81st year of his age, being survived by 
his consort and three daughters.
Mrs. Catharine N icholson F e w , for many years a member of the Collegiate 
Reformed Dutch Church of the city of New York, departed this life at Hastings  
upoii Hudsoii, N. Y., in 1854, on the ninetieth anniversary of her birth day.
Scholarships in the endowment of Hope College have been established by her 
three daughters Mrs. Frances Fe w , consort of the late Albert Chrystie, the 
beloved founder and Elder of the Reformed Dutch Church of Hastings upon  
Hudson; by Mrs. M atilda Fe w  Tillotson; and by Miss M ary Fe w , a lady 
of rare attainments and of most precious Christian memory.
The family of Col. Fe w  is represented in the third generation by W illia.m 
Fe w Chrystie, Esq., of Hastings upon Hudson, N. Y.
From tlie above it will be seen that the original design of the H ope College 
Remembrancer has been extended so as to include memorial sketches of the lead
ing benefactors of the Institution. Simikir biographical notices will appear in 
future numbers. .
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